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Leadership Retreat
On Saturday, March 21st from 9 AM – 5 PM,
the church will be holding its annual Leadership Retreat for all members of Church
Council, Staff Parish, Nominations, and staff
members. This is a day in which we will be
examining the goals we set last year and
setting new goals for the next year. We will
also have fun together and renew our
bonds. The event will be held at the church,
and lunch and snacks will be provided. We
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ask for a donation of $10 to cover the cost
of food. If you are able to attend, please
contact Lora in the office.

ADA Accessibility
Our church recently received a questionnaire from the conference which asked us
to walk through our building with new eyes
and find the ways in which we can approve
our accessibility for those with both seen
and unseen disabilities. The Trustees have
found several ways in which we can be
more accommodating. Our goals for the
next year include:
1. Providing parking assistance for
those who struggle to walk from
their car to the front doors.

2. Providing a bookshelf of Large Print
Hymnals, Bibles, and Bulletins as
well as Hearing Devices at the
entrance of the sanctuary.
3. Having gluten free crackers for
communion for those with gluten
sensitivities.
There are many other projects we are looking towards, but if you have a suggestion,
please see Pastor Terri or our new Trustees
Chair Cathy Mannen.

Unity Sunday
Reminder! March 29th is Unity
Sunday, and we will be celebrating with one service held at
9:30 a.m. Mark your calendars!
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Pastor’s Letter
Preparing for Easter
Dear Church Family,
Can you image stepping out of bed on
Christmas morning and realizing that
you’ve done nothing to prepare for it?
There are no lights. No Christmas tree.
No special trip to the grocery store to buy
food for an amazing dinner. No invitations
issued to family and friends, and no invitations accepted either. There are no
presents. No trips to church for Christmas
Eve service. You haven’t even sung one
Christmas carol.
That is an impossible thought for most of
us! Even the secular world can’t imagine
Christmas with no preparation. And yet,
most of us slide into Easter with no preparation at all. We might dye some eggs for
an hour one afternoon. Maybe buy our
favorite chocolate (Reece’s Peanut Butter
Eggs anyone?). But compared to Christmas,
there is almost no time given to the most
important holiday in the Christian year.
It’s easy to understand why. We like joyful
celebrations. We don’t want the suffering
Savior on the cross. We don’t want to
examine our own lives too closely looking
for sin. We don’t want the darkness. We
just want to wake up and celebrate the
true joy of Easter morning. Little girls in
fancy dresses. Up tempo music. Chocolate.
Children dashing around the lawn looking
for eggs. Ham dinners.

But let me ask you this. Could you ever really
experience joy if you didn’t know what
sorrow was? Could you understand the
concept of light if you had never stood in
darkness? It’s the same for Easter. We rejoice
on Easter morning because we have examined what the world would have been like if
Jesus had not risen from the dead. We celebrate our relationship with God because we
have spent time remembering the times we
have wandered away from God.
This Lent, I encourage you to really embrace
the practice of Lent. Take time to be still and
reflect on what God really did for us that dark
Friday thousands of years ago. Take time to,
as Sarah Phillips states: “open the doors of
our hearts a little wider and understand our
Lord a little deeper, so that when Good
Friday and eventually Easter comes, it is not
just another day at church but an opportunity
to receive the overflowing of graces God has
to offer.”
Perhaps consider giving something up for Lent
or add something in such as a daily time of
prayer or hymn singing. Use the opening meditation time in church to prepare your heart.

Just like Christmas, the joy of Easter is
increased when we better understand why
we’re celebrating, and when we take time to
truly prepare.
Love in Christ,
Pastor Terri

Thank You!
I appreciate the thoughtfulness of the
United Methodist Church in wishing me a
speedy recovery while I was in the hospital.

Thank you for your kindness. I love the people of the Tuscola United Methodist Church!
~Marsha Leizer
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January Income & Expense Report
Balance as of 12/31/19

$ 4,789.41

January income

$22,733.34

January expense

($22,351.56)

Balance as of 1/31/20

$ 5,171.19

Don’t forget that TUMC offers electronic funds
transfer from a checking, savings, or credit/debit
card! It’s quick and easy. Please contact Lora
Zimmer in the church office for more
information.

United Methodist Women News
"The United Nations reports that 4 out of 5
people displaced by Climate Change are
female. Women are more vulnerable because
they make up most of the world's poor and are
more dependent on natural resources to support
themselves and their children." reported in the
Sierra Magazine. The is what our national UMW
has been telling us for the past four years. In
many countries, women are leading talks and
creating solutions to the effects of Climate
Change which is a UMW priority.

Another UMW priority is Maternal and Child
Health. Habib Mohammed, Director for Girls'
Education in Nigeria says, "When a girl has an
education, she will make a better person in her
home, in the community, and everywhere she
finds herself. We have 10.5 million out-of-school
children." There are more girls out of school
than boys, due to the male dominated society
and little emphasis on the importance of girls'
educations.
Research has been ongoing since 2007, by the
founder of the Center for Girls' Education. He is
United States medical anthropologist, Daniel
Perlman. He reports, "Maternal mortality is a
multifaceted problem, but early marriage has
been shown to be a significant factorGLOBALLY, complications from pregnancy and
childbirth are the leading cause of death for 1519-year-old women. In Northern Nigeria, the
average age of marriage for females was about
15, and sometimes girls would marry as young as
12." (Many of these young girls are "married off"
to men 30-50 years of age. In many African cultures, there is still female genital mutilation which
complicates the pregnancy and birth contributing
to more deaths.) Even in the United States, we

still have a high maternal mortality rate for an
industrialized nation.
"President Trump's reinstated "global gag rule"
prohibits foreign organizations that receive U.S.
financial assistance from providing abortion
services, referrals, counseling or advocacy. This
gag rule applies not only to U.S. family-planning
funds, it also applies to almost all U.S. global
health aid programs dealing with child nutrition,
water and sanitation, and the prevention of HIV/
AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria. Other infectious
diseases are now subject to the gag rule. This
affects the recipients of $8.8 billion in U.S. health
aid." Many women, especially the poor in the U.S.
and many countries, may have no way to reach a
clinic or be able to afford condoms, pills, an
implant, an IUD, or an injection, so these desperate women resort to illegal abortions to prevent
unwanted pregnancies. "A study published in the
'Lancet' followed 3/4 of a million women in 26
countries over 20 years and found that during
previous impositions of the rule, abortions rose
by 40% in the most affected regions." Karen J.
Coates, Sierra Magazine.
Most of this information came from the November/December 2019 Special issue examining
Gender, Equity, and a Changing Climate
So, we see that the question of abortion is not as
simple as to abort or not, but involves deep
ethical, emotional, religious, cultural, and societal
beliefs and standards. We need to do what is best
for the overall health of the mother and child.
Imagine if we “walked a mile in her shoes", and
"what would Jesus do?" Let us not judge but love
all of our neighbors and leave the rest to God.
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Worship Preview
Sermon Series: Final Words from the Cross
Crucifixion was one of the most tortuous forms of death under the Roman government. Most people
died of a combination of exhaustion and asphyxiation. Therefore, speaking while on the cross was
incredibly taxing and painful. Because of that, Jesus’ last words mean more to us than any other.
These were the words he deemed important and powerful enough to say during his final hours.
During Lent, we will use Adam Hamilton’s book Final Words from the Cross to look at the deeper
meaning behind each of these phrases and what those words mean for our lives today. I encourage
you to read the book along with the sermons during Lent.
March 1st – Luke 23:32-38 – “Father, Forgive Them”
March 8th – Luke 23:39-43 – “Today You Will Be With Me in Paradise”
March 15th – John 19:25b-27 – “Behold Your Son…Behold Your Mother”
March 22nd – Matthew 27:45-49 – “My God, My God, Why Have You Forsaken Me?”
March 29th – John 19:28-29 – “I Thirst”
April 5th – John 19:30a; Luke 23:44-46 – “Into Your Hands I Commit My Spirit”

8:15 a.m. Worship Leaders
March 1 – Liturgist – Cammy Seguin; Ushers – Todd Kresin, Colter Lewis; Greeters – Don & Dorris
Thode; PowerPoint – Mary Ann & Jim Pattenaude
March 8 – Liturgist – Kate Watson; Ushers – Ray Lamb, Lenny Sementi, Mark Randell;
Greeters – Jerry & Jean Leonard; PowerPoint – Darcy Sementi
March 15 – Liturgist – Janet Butler; Ushers – Paul Wisovaty, Alan Michener, Jerry Reynolds;
Greeters – Sue Wisovaty, Doris Young; PowerPoint – Kimberly Wax
March 22 – Liturgist – Ray Lamb; Ushers – Debbie & Jeff Marker, Jan Mann;
Greeters – Pat & Butch Janusik; PowerPoint - Dave & Janet Butler
March 29 – Liturgist – Jeff Marker; Ushers – Tom Sturgis, Jerry & Margo Blaudow;
Greeters – Cammy Seguin, Kathleen Dyer, Darlene Wiesener; PowerPoint - Mary Ann & Jim Pattenaude

10:45 a.m. Worship Leaders
March 1 – Liturgist – Wayne Ward; Ushers – Drew & Christy Hoel;
Greeter – Kathryn McCumber; PowerPoint – Dwight Vaught
March 8 – Liturgist – Rodney Zimmer; Ushers – Leon Kinney, Alan Patton;
Greeter – Jan Boyer; PowerPoint – Ryan Woods
March 15 – Liturgist – Christy Hoel; Ushers – Jan Boyer, Joyce Ellis;
Greeter – Alan Patton; PowerPoint – Rodney Zimmer
March 22 – Liturgist – Diane Zell; Ushers – Dan Craddock, Andy & Cindy Wood;
Greeter – Cheryl Bozarth; PowerPoint – Jackie/Sidney Watson
March 29 – One worship at 9:30 a.m. (See above)

Tuscola United Methodist Church
901 N. Prairie St.
Tuscola, IL 61953
Phone: 217-253-4232
Fax: 217-253-6774
E-mail: tuscolaumc@yahoo.com

Prairie Wind
Prairie Wind is the monthly newsletter of the
Tuscola United Methodist Church. We meet for
worship at 901 N. Prairie Street in Tuscola, Illinois.

Manna
Café
Manna Café on March 4th
Join us for Manna Café on
March 4th from 5-6:30 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall. All are welcome
to join us for great food and
fellowship. The meal is free,
although donations are accepted.

We invite you to worship with us and to experience
the joy of having fellowship with people who believe
in God’s love and Christ’s teachings.
Our worship services are Sunday at 8:15 and 10:45
a.m., Jarman Center at 9:30 a.m. and Brookstone
Estates at 10:10 a.m. Sunday school classes for adults
begin at 9:30 a.m.

Tuscola United Methodist Church
901 N. Prairie, Tuscola, IL 61953
Phone 217.253.4232

Fax 217.253.6774

Email tuscolaumc@yahoo.com
Visit us on the web at www.tuscolaumc.org
Office Hours 8 a.m. - noon; 1 - 3:30 p.m.
Monday - Friday

