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Trunk or Treat
Are you ready for some incredible, spooky fun
that reaches out to families all over Tuscola?
Then join us on October 31st for Trunk or
Treat! We’re going to shake things up a bit
this year and hold the event outside (weather
permitting)! You can decorate (or not) your
car trunks and enjoy giving out candy to all of
the little ones. In addition, we will be serving
hot dogs, hot chocolate, and popcorn and
holding a variety of carnival games. More
information will be coming soon, but we’d
love to have you operate a trunk. The more
trunks, the better!
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Charge Conference
Our annual Charge Conference will be held
on Saturday, November 9th at 3:00 PM here at
the church. If you are not familiar with this
event, the Charge Conference is our church’s
annual meeting to approve all of the relevant
information presented by committees: budget,
salaries, committee members, and anything
else that is deemed important. All members of
the church are able to vote, but even if you
are not a member, you can come out and
support the church.
During the month of October, all of the
various committees will be working hard to
prepare their portion of the conference, so
please keep them in your prayers. On
November 9th, we meet with several other

area churches who are similar in size to us.
During this meeting, we will have a speaker
who will focus on the needs of our church.
This is a great time of worship and fellowship
followed by the business portion of the meeting. I encourage you to attend. This is one of
the most important events in the life of each
charge of The United Methodist Church! We
would love for you to join us!
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Pastor’s Letter
Stewardship Month
Every month, I sit down to write my newsletter article. I usually pick a topic that’s
relevant to what we will be doing in the
upcoming month, and I research and write.
This month, I knew that I needed to talk
about stewardship. I sat down to read several articles on stewardship, and, instead of
writing my own, I found one that said exactly what I wanted to say in exactly the
right way! So, I ask your forgiveness this
month as the article below is an excerpt
from The United Methodist Member’s Handbook Revised and Expanded, pgs. 20-21,
George E. Koehler © 2006, Discipleship
Resources.
"Celebrating the offering is a spiritual act of
worship every believer can actively participate
in each week. Giving becomes a celebration
when the believer discovers the joy of generosity, which grows out of God's grace." — Melvin
Amerson, Celebrating the Offering
We Give
To belong to our congregation is to be a
steward. Some may say that “stewardship” is
just a polite way of referring to financial giving
to the church. But it’s far more than that.
One character in some of Jesus’ parables is the
steward — the servant charged by the master
to care for the master’s property. It is the
master, not the steward, who owns the property, but the steward is responsible for it and is
accountable to the master. So it is, said Jesus,
between God and us. As God’s stewards we
have three responsibilities:
• Receiving: We receive with joyful thanksgiving the many gifts that God showers
upon us — time, talent, treasure, our
bodies, our friendships, natural resources,
and the beauty around us.
• Managing: We take good care of what we
have received. We manage these resources wisely — for our own good and
the good of others.
• Giving: Out of our gratitude in receiving so
abundantly, we want to share with others.
Let’s look at four kinds of gifts that we
receive, manage, and share:
Our time
We did nothing to earn the hours, the days,
the weeks of our lives. Time is a gift of God.
How we choose to use it is a matter of stewardship. Some people lead lives of frenetic

activity, always over-extending themselves to the
point of exhaustion, while others sit around in
apathetic boredom. Some spend all their hours
serving the needs of others at the expense of their
own, while others live only for themselves.
As Christian stewards we try to manage time
wisely and in a balanced way. And we give our
time gladly to family and friends, to strangers, to
the community, the church, and to ourselves.

Our abilities
Do you remember Jesus’ parable of the three
servants who received different amounts of money
to manage while the master was away? We’ve
each received from God distinctive gifts and talents. How we develop and use these talents is a
matter of stewardship. Like two of the servants in
Jesus’ story, we can invest them wisely — or like
the third, out of fear we can hide them (Matthew
25:14-30).
As stewards, we acknowledge the gifts we have
without apology. We develop them further,
practicing new skills and putting our talents to
work in ministry.
Our resources
We may think that our financial resources are our
own. But when we recall that the time, the energy,
the good health, and the opportunities for employment behind these dollars are all gifts from God,
we see that the funds belong to God too. We are
the stewards; God is the owner. So questions
about what we earn, how we earn it, how we
save, spend, and give it away, are all questions of
Christian stewardship.
One vital aspect of our stewardship is our giving to
Christ’s work in the world. We’ve learned that
giving is most effective when we commit ourselves
to give a definite proportion of our income
through the church. For many, this proportion is
one-tenth, or a tithe. Whatever the amount, we
have discovered the joy in giving to God the “first
fruits,” an amount “off the top” of our income,
not what’s left over at the end of the month.
Join us on Sunday, October 27th at 9:30 AM as
we celebrate with a brunch provided by the
Finance Committee and then join in a unified
worship service together that explores the
topic Disciples Practice Generosity. We will
be turning in our pledge cards for the upcoming year and looking at ways that we can give
of our time, abilities, and resources as part of
a celebration of worship! ~Pastor Terri

OUR

MISSION:

MAKING

DISCIPLES

OF

JESUS

CHRIST

Manna Café News
The next Manna Café will be Wednesday,
October 2, serving from 5-6:30 p.m.

bake desserts, etc., Please contact Sharon Corum
at 217-474-7738 or the church office if you are
able to help.

We can always use volunteers to help: cook,
serve, scrape/wash dishes, tear down tables,

United Methodist Women News
Carol Burton, United Methodist Women's executive for Community Action, has issued this
warning. The nation's Office of Management and
Budget has proposed changing the way inflation is
measured in calculating the poverty rate. This
change would be disastrous for families working
jobs that pay below a living wage. Women's ability to thrive and care for their families will be in
danger. The Office of Management and Budget
proposes major policy changes without seeking
input from the people who will be most affected. (Is this anything new for our government
policies?)
Millions of women could become ineligible for
nutrition programs (SNAP), Medicaid, Headstart,
prescription drug subsidies, school nutrition programs, legal services, and more. Already, the poverty line is well below a living wage which allows
for families to meet basic needs for economic
stability. United Methodist Women launched a
"Living Wage for All" campaign because many
families cannot meet their basic needs with dignity. Those folks already struggling must not be
shoved further into despair and homelessness.

Our organization has over 100 National Mission
Institutions serving local communities that are
already stretched thin. We can act and urge our
senators and representatives to contact the
Office of Management and Budget to reconsider
these drastic policy changes.
As United Methodist Women continue celebrating 150 years in mission, let us continue to discuss
and act upon these issues: Immigration, Racial
justice, Right to a good education, Social justice,
Maternal health, Climate justice, Economic inequality, Maternal and child health, Criminalization
of communities of color, Mass incarceration,
Poverty, Advocacy, Social services, Peace with
justice. As you may notice, only a few of these
issues are new to the 21st century, but with faith,
hope, prayers, and lots of hard work we CAN
make a difference in the lives of our brothers and
sisters.
Remember our fundraiser Calendar Dinner Oct.
5 at 6:00. Also, invite friends, neighbors, family
members to your circle, as we try to encourage
more women to get involved in the amazing work
United Methodist Women do.

August Income/Expense Report
Balance as of 7/31/19

$ 7,822.94

August income

$16,658.19

August expense

($20,787.15)

Balance as of 8/31/19

$ 3,693.98

Thanks!
Thank you to Susan Patterson for the pretty
cards and letters from Kinmundy. Thanks for the
visits from Patty Russell, Paul Wisovaty, Nancy
Broch, Jean Leonard and her homemade zucchini

bread, Les & Ellen Hall, and Judy Evans and her
delicious banana bread. I appreciate them all!
Love,
Helen Wirth
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Worship Preview
Series – What Disciples Do
Although Christians are identified by what they believe, Jesus seemed to care more about what his
followers did. Faith practices, along with beliefs, are crucial to Christianity. Over the next several
months, we are going to be exploring what disciples do: practice generosity, wrestle with God, and
take their faith public to name a few. During this series, I hope you will be challenged to live out the
exciting call of Jesus: “Follow me.”
October 6th – TBD – Wayne Ward Preaching
October 13th – Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 – Disciples Make the Best of Babylon
October 20th – Luke 16:1-13 – Disciples Resist Greed
October 27th – 1 Timothy 6:6-19 – Disciples Practice Generosity

8:15 a.m. Worship Leaders
October 6 – Liturgist – Jan Thurn; Ushers – Jerry Jones, Todd Kresin, Colter Lewis; Greeters – Don &
Dorris Thode; PowerPoint – Mary Ann & Jim Pattenaude
October 13 – Liturgist – Ray Lamb; Ushers – Ray Lamb, Lenny Sementi, Mark Randell;
Greeters – Jerry & Jean Leonard, Barb Wills; PowerPoint – Darcy Sementi
October 20 – Liturgist – Jeff Marker; Ushers – Paul Wisovaty, Alan Michener, Jerry Reynolds; Greeters –
Sue Wisovaty, Doris Young; PowerPoint – Colin Lewis
October 27 – Liturgist – Judy Schenkel; Ushers – Debbie & Jeff Marker, Jan Mann, Wayne & Joann Ward,
Rhonda McCumber, Patty Russell; Greeters – Pat & Butch Janusik, Cheryl Bozarth;
PowerPoint - Dave & Janet Butler

10:45 a.m. Worship Leaders
October 6 – Liturgist – Rodney Zimmer; Ushers – ; Greeter – Kathryn McCumber, Patty Russell;
PowerPoint – Dwight Vaught

October 13 – Liturgist – Christy Hoel; Ushers – Dan Craddock, Andy & Cindy Wood; Greeter – Jan Boyer;
PowerPoint – Ryan/Nicholas Woods
October 20 – Liturgist – Alan Patton; Ushers – Mark & Kim Kemp, Lora & Emma Zimmer;
Greeter – Alan Patton; PowerPoint – Rodney Zimmer
October 27 – **One worship-see above**
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Prairie Wind is the monthly newsletter of the
Tuscola United Methodist Church. We meet for
worship at 901 N. Prairie Street in Tuscola, Illinois.

We invite you to worship with us and to experience the joy
of having fellowship with people who believe in God’s love
and Christ’s teachings.
Our worship services are Sunday at 8:15 and 10:45 a.m.,
Jarman Center at 9:30 a.m. and Brookstone Estates at
10:10 a.m. Sunday school classes for all ages begin
at 9:30 a.m.
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901 N. Prairie, Tuscola, IL 61953
Phone 217.253.4232

Fax 217.253.6774

Email tuscolaumc@yahoo.com
Visit us on the web at www.tuscolaumc.org
Office Hours 8 a.m. - noon; 1 - 3:30 p.m.
Monday - Friday

