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Beginning Sunday, September 8th, Pastor Terri
will be teaching a new, informal Sunday school
class that will look at common questions that
Christians have. This is a great class for those
of you who are parents and want to be ready
to answer your kids’ questions, or if you just
have pressing questions to want answers to!
This is a no preparation class. Simply show up,
we’ll watch a short and entertaining video on
a theological question, and we’ll sit with it and
discuss. This is meant to be a fun, enjoyable
class that still touches on deep subjects. In
September, we’ll be focusing on the Bible, and
we’ll look at the following questions:
•
•

•
•
•

Why does the bible contradict itself
at times?
Is the New Testament more
important than the Old Testament?
Why are there so many versions of
the Bible?

We will be meeting in the library at 9:45 AM
on Sunday mornings. Please feel free to bring
your coffee and a snack!

Who wrote the Bible, God or
humans?
Is the Bible true?

Bible Study
Starting on Tuesday, September 10th at either
10 AM or 6 PM, Pastor Terri will be leading a
new Bible Study on the part of the Bible no
one talks about – at least not Protestants!
We’ll be studying the Apocrypha using the
book Immersion Bible Studies: Apocrypha by
David deSilva. Why spend time studying a section of the Bible that Protestants don’t consider to be canon? Because most of the Apocrypha was written just before the birth of
Christ. This is the world he was born into.
Jesus would have studied the Apocrypha diligently and you can often see this in his teachings. We’ll be examining these exciting books
through the lens of Jesus Christ. If you are at
all interested in history or simply want to
learn more about the teachings of Jesus, you

will very much enjoy this study! The cost of
the book is $10. Please contact Lora in the
office to order your book before September
4th.
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Pastor’s Letter
Dear Church Family:
About a month ago, I preached a sermon I
was very excited to preach – Growing in
Conversation from Hebrews 10:19-25. This
was part of our Discipleship Series on ways
that we could grow closer to God through
our own path of discipleship. This particular sermon was on the importance of Small
Transformation Groups. Since it’s been a
month, I want to remind you about some
of the important points!
•

•

•

•

•

One of the main reasons that
younger people do not attend
church is not because they don’t
believe in God. It’s because they
think church is irrelevant. If we go
to church, learn about God, but
never live our lives differently,
then we’re no different than other
“good people” who never attend
church.
One of the best ways we can
work on making changes to how
we actually live our lives is
through Transformation Groups –
a group of people who support
each other in their struggles and
continued growth as Christians.
Transformation groups are different than Sunday School groups or
United Methodist Men/Women.
They don’t place the emphasis on
learning about God. Instead it’s
about living out our faith in a realworld setting. The problem with
only having a Sunday School or
Bible Study Group is that Christian life is not primarily about
knowing things – it’s about doing
things.
Only learning about God is like
preparing to run a marathon by
reading all the information on how
to without ever actually running a
step!
Transformation groups are historical for United Methodists! John
Wesley assigned every new Chris-

•

tian into a small group to help them
on their faith journey. He was known
for not just creating Christians, but
growing Christians!
I honestly believe that the best way
to transform our church, as well as
our lives, is to start a strong program
of Transformation Groups here at
Tuscola United Methodist Church.

At the end of this sermon, I asked you to sign
up if you were interested in joining a Transformation Group. I am proud and excited to
announce that 25 people signed up to be a
part of this program! And I bet you thought I
forgot all about it, didn’t you?!
During the next month, I will be contacting
several people who signed up on the list to
see if they are interested in receiving training
to lead a Transformation Group. If you
receive this call, please don’t panic! This is
actually one of the easiest groups to lead.
There is no preparation work. There is no
difficult lesson to teach. You will simply learn
the questions to ask, how to organize, and
what type of group (age, life situation, male,
female, or combined) that you would like to
lead. If you are interested in being a leader,
please let me know.
I truly and passionately believe in the
importance of this. I believe that this is both
the past and the future of our church and all
churches everywhere. As the author of
Hebrews states in chapter 10:24-25: “24 And
let us consider how to provoke one another
to love and good deeds, 25 not neglecting to
meet together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the more as
you see the Day approaching.”
Love in Christ,
Pastor Terri
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Manna Café News
The next Manna Café will be Wednesday,
September 4, serving from 5-6:30 p.m.

at 217-474-7738 or the church office if you are
able to help.

We can always use volunteers to help: cook,
serve, scrape/wash dishes, tear down tables,
bake desserts, etc., Please contact Sharon Corum

United Methodist Women News
All ladies are invited to our annual salad supper,
Tuesday, Sept. 10 at 6:30 p.m. Bring a salad to
share, enjoy fellowship, and celebrate 150 years
of service to women, children, and youth. A
birthday cake will be provided. Lisa Graves will
share the amazing work Lessie Bates Davis neighborhood House has been doing in East St. Louis
for nearly 100 years. Items to bring for this
mission are: Adult Diapers, 24 count crayons,
Baby Needs: wipes, diapers, socks, bibs, formula,
washcloths, bath towels, shampoo, as well as
cleaning supplies and personal hygiene
products. Our TUMW leadership team will
decorate, make drinks, arrange food, then Rachel
Circle will clean up. We will vote on the 2020
budget and officers.
The Iroquois River District meeting will be here
Sept. 28 from 8:30-2:00. Your help is needed to
set up, decorate, greet, hand out name tags and
booklets, provide muffins, fruit, rolls, etc. for the
morning fellowship, and clean up. The $10 meal
will be catered, and Kaylee will provide childcare.
Our main fundraiser is fast approaching (Sat.,
Oct. 5 at 6:00PM), so ask friends/family members
to fill your table at $20 each. Hostesses will
provide salad, dessert, decorations, and tableware according to her theme. Drinks, catered
meal, and music will be provided.

All women are invited to join United Methodist
Women, as we begin our Fall schedule. Membership is open to all whether a United Methodist or
not, church member or not. We are 800,000
strong worldwide providing faith, growth, education, support of many mission projects, experiences in Christian fellowship, programs, reading
resources, plus friendship, fun, and food. Our unit
has 4 Circles, or a few ladies may organize a new
UMW Circle that meets morning, noon, evening,
during Sunday School, or even an online
group. You may choose to get involved in a short
-term or long-term study, project, mission focus,
or activity. Most of all connect with other
women committed to supporting women,
children, and youth in need. Visit one of these
circles in September and get acquainted.
Rahab Thurs, Sept.5-6:30pm Church Library
Carol Berg, hostess
Hannah Wed, Sept.18-9:00am Jarman Center
Joyce Ellis, hostess
Rebekah Mon, Sept.23-7:00pm Home of Gloria
Leach, hostess
Rachel Tues, Sept.24-1:30pm Fellowship Hall
Catherine Kellogg, hostess
~Patty Russell, Social Action and Membership

Summer Service
Thank you so much for all of your flexibility this
summer. From what I’ve heard from most of
you, unifying our Sundays during the months of
June, July, and August was a huge success. Starting on September 8th, we will move back to our

regularly scheduled times of 8:15 AM and 10:45
AM with Sunday School to be held in between.
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July Income/Expense Report
Balance as of 6/30/19

$ 5,292.64

July income

$22,783.63

July expense

($20,253.33)

Balance as of 7/31/19

$ 7,822.94

Saying Goodbye
We are saddened to say goodbye to one of
our beloved members and volunteers this
month. Susan Patterson will be moving as
soon as her new home is finished being
built! We will all miss her incredible talent
on the piano and with handbells as well as
her energetic and loving personality. Even
though Susan was not officially a staff
member, it’s only because she never
accepted a salary! Because of that, Staff

Parish Relations and the Sanctuary Choir
will be sponsoring a Goodbye Lunch for
her on September 15th immediately following second service. More information will
be coming, but at this time, it looks like this
will be a potluck lunch. So please plan to
bring a dish to share as we say goodbye to
a wonderful friend!

Sanctuary Railing
We have heard your cries and pleas! We
know that many of our liturgists have
requested a railing to allow them to safely
ascend and descend the steps in front of
the Sanctuary. After a lot of time looking at
a variety of options, the Trustees have
decided on an Amish built railing on each
side of the steps. This would be both

attractive and provide an element of safety.
The proposed cost is $2205. If you would
like to donate to this project, please note it
on an envelope or on your check. We
appreciate all of your help!

Calling All Singers!
"He who sings, prays twice."
Methodist Children's Choir or MC2 will
begin on Sunday, September 8th. It will be
9:30-10:20 am in the choir room. I am so
very excited to return to this ministry in
making music with our most precious
church members! All children ages 4-12 are
welcome to join us for singing and activities. Questions? Call Jeannie Craddock
217-840-8490 or the church office.

Sanctuary Choir will begin Wednesday,
September 4th. It is 6-7 pm in the choir room.
You don't have to be a soloist, but just have a
desire to praise God through singing! It is a
family type atmosphere of singing, lots of
laughing, and caring for each other. All ages
13-? are welcome to join!
~Jeannie Craddock

Vacation Bible School 2019

Worship Preview
September 1st – 1 Corinthians 13 – Love Connection
Series – What Disciples Do
Although Christians are identified by what they believe, Jesus seemed to care more about what his
followers did. Faith practices, along with beliefs, are crucial to Christianity. Over the next several
months, we are going to be exploring what disciples do: practice generosity, wrestle with God, and
take their faith public to name a few. During this series, I hope you will be challenged to live out the
exciting call of Jesus: “Follow me.”

Sept. 8th – Luke 14:25-33 – Disciples Take Faith Seriously

Sept. 15th – Luke 15:1-10 – Disciples Seek People for Christ and Church

Sept. 22nd – Genesis 32:22-31 – Disciples Take Their Faith Public

Sept. 28th – Luke 18:9-14 – Disciples Don’t Judge

8:15 a.m. Worship Leaders
September 1 – **One Worship at 9:30 am** Liturgist – Janet Butler; Ushers – Bob Smith, Jerry Jones,
Todd Kresin, Colter Lewis; Greeters – Mary Smith, Don & Dorris Thode, Kathryn McCumber, Patty Russell;
PowerPoint – Mary Ann & Jim Pattenaude
September 8 – Liturgist – Kate Watson; Ushers – Ray Lamb, Lenny Sementi, Mark Randell;
Greeters – Jerry & Jean Leonard, Barb Wills; PowerPoint – Darcy Sementi
September 15 – Liturgist – Cathy Mannen; Ushers – Paul Wisovaty, Alan Michener, Jack Allen, Jerry Reynolds; Greeters – Sue Wisovaty, Doris Young; PowerPoint – Colin Lewis
September 22 – Liturgist – Cammy Seguin; Ushers – Debbie & Jeff Marker, Jan Mann;
Greeters – Pat & Butch Janusik; PowerPoint September 29 – Liturgist – Darcy Sementi; Ushers – Tom Sturgis, Jerry & Margo Blaudow;
Greeters – Cammy Seguin, Kathleen Dyer; PowerPoint - Darcy Sementi

10:45 a.m. Worship Leaders
September 1 – One worship at 9:30 (see above)
September 8 – Liturgist – Patty Russell; Ushers – Dan Craddock, Dale Phillips, Andy & Cindy Wood;
Greeter – Jan Boyer; PowerPoint – Ryan/Nicholas Woods
September 15 – Liturgist – Wayne Ward; Ushers – Mark & Kim Kemp, Lora & Emma Zimmer;
Greeter – Alan Patton; PowerPoint – Rodney Zimmer
September 22 – Liturgist – Diane Zell; Ushers – Wayne & Joann Ward, Rhonda McCumber, Patty Russell;
Greeter – Cheryl Bozarth; PowerPoint - Jackie/Sidney Watson
September 29 – Liturgist –
mer

; Ushers – Youth; Greeter – Darlene Wiesener; PowerPoint - Rodney Zim-
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Prairie Wind is the monthly newsletter of the
Tuscola United Methodist Church. We meet for
worship at 901 N. Prairie Street in Tuscola, Illinois.

We invite you to worship with us and to experience the joy
of having fellowship with people who believe in God’s love
and Christ’s teachings.
Our worship services are Sunday at 8:15 and 10:45 a.m.,
Jarman Center at 9:30 a.m. and Brookstone Estates at
10:10 a.m. Sunday school classes for all ages begin
at 9:30 a.m.

Tuscola United Methodist Church
901 N. Prairie, Tuscola, IL 61953
Phone 217.253.4232

Fax 217.253.6774

Email tuscolaumc@yahoo.com
Visit us on the web at www.tuscolaumc.org
Office Hours 8 a.m. - noon; 1 - 3:30 p.m.
Monday - Friday

