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Prayer Walk
Join us in church on August 4th for a special
service that looks at the importance of prayer
in our daily lives as we grow into disciples of
Christ. Following this, the church will be open
on Sunday until 7 PM and Monday through
Friday, August 5th – 9th from 7 AM – 7 PM for
a guided prayer walk that will help you pray
for our church and our community. We
would people to commit to walking at least
four times during this week. I encourage you
all to join us in the meaningful experience.
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New Sunday School Class
Beginning Sunday, September 8th, Pastor Terri
will be teaching a new, informal Sunday school
class that will look at common questions that
Christians have. This is a great class for those
of you are parents and want to be ready to
answer your kids’ questions, or if you just
have pressing questions you want to answer!
This is a no preparation class. Simply show up,
we’ll watch a short and entertaining video on
a theological question, and we’ll sit with it and
discuss. This is meant to be a fun, enjoyable
class that still touches on deep subjects. Some
of the questions we’ll be looking at are:
•
•
•
•

Who wrote the Bible, God or
humans?
Can it be proven that God exists?
Why should I pray when God doesn’t
answer all my prayers?
Is believing in Jesus really the only
way to get to heaven?

•
•

Why are there so many religions?
Why does God let bad things happen?

We will be meeting in the library at 10:45 AM
on Sunday mornings. Please feel free to bring
your coffee and a snack!

PAGE

2

Pastor’s Letter
Dear Church Family,
I hope you have all had a wonderful
summer this year. As a child, I remember
summers seemed almost magical. I would
spend them on the family farm in Alabama.
Days would start early because I couldn’t
wait to get out of bed and start exploring! I
would hike in the woods, help milk the
cow, pick apples and plums to feed to the
horses, and get covered from head to toe
in Alabama red clay. I rarely went home for
lunch. There were peaches, plums,
scuppernongs (muscadine grapes), early
apples and pears, figs, and watermelons
everywhere, so there was no need for a
sandwich.
When I look back on those times, they
seem almost perfect, but I know they
weren’t. There were fire ant stings, the
time I got in big trouble for releasing a
trapped raccoon, finding a litter of kittens
that didn’t survive, and the long rainy days
that seemed almost cruel during summer
break. It’s important to remember that,
while certain times in our lives seem
perfect, nothing ever was or will be (until
the return of Christ!).
As Christians, we have a tendency to idolize the past too. We remember those
wonderful moments when everyone in

town went to church on a Sunday morning.
We remember when there were no sporting
events on Sundays and Wednesdays. We
remember when everyone was involved in
mission work. It’s easy to look at it that way
and become frustrated with the state of our
world today. Trust me, I’m not immune to
that frustration!
But I truly believe that God is still working
through the church and through all of us who
are part of it. It doesn’t mean that ministry
won’t be difficult, but remember, it was
difficult before too! Even when everyone was
involved in church, there were arguments and
disagreements. If we doubt that, we should
simply read 2 Corinthians in which we see a
church torn apart by conflict.
Paul tells us that we must “run with perseverance the race set before us”. If it was all
meant to be sunshine, roses, and endless
perfect summer days, there would have been
no reason for him to say this at all! So I
encourage each of you, as Paul encouraged his
congregation in Galatia: “9 Let us not become
weary in doing good, for at the proper time
we will reap a harvest if we do not give
up.” (Galatians 6:9).
Blessings in Christ,
Pastor Terri

“Church Basement Ladies” Day Trip
Pastor Terri will be leading a day trip to
Sullivan to see The Church Basement
Ladies on Wednesday, August 21st at 2 PM.
We will enjoy lunch together and then
carpool to Sullivan. This is a great and
funny play that looks at the lives of the
women who really hold the church

together! Set in 1960s, rural Minnesota,
this play features around four important
meals prepared by the women of the
congregation. The cost is $37.50 or $35.40
for seniors. Please sign up in the office by
August 7th, so we can purchase tickets.

Thank You!
Thank you to Susan Patterson for sending
cute cards and sharing church news with
me. Also thank you to Paul Wisovaty, Patty
Russell, and Mary K Kalmar for their visits.
Thank you to Jerry & Jean Leonard for
bringing me homemade zucchini bread and

sliced radishes from their garden. I appreciate
all of them coming to see me. I had a good
visit with all of them and appreciate when my
church family stops by.

~Helen Wirth
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Manna Café News
No Manna Café in August, so the next
Manna Café will be Wednesday, September 4,
serving from 5-6:30 p.m.

bake desserts, etc., Please contact Sharon Corum
at 217-474-7738 or the church office if you are
able to help.

We can always use volunteers to help: cook,
serve, scrape/wash dishes, tear down tables,

United Methodist Women News
Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House in East
St. Louis is extremely grateful for your amazing
generosity in providing funds for school supplies
for the most needy children. For the Fall UMW
Iroquois River District meeting at our church,
the request is for 24 count crayons and adult
diapers. Neighborhood House supports 20
programs for children and families.
Marian Wright Edelman, founder and president
emeritus of Children's Defense Fund, wrote
"Dangerous Steps Backwards in Discriminatory
School Discipline". In 2014, the United States
Departments of Education and Justice wrote a
guidance package to help schools meet their
responsibilities under federal civil rights laws to
use nondiscriminatory discipline practices. School policies were reformed to promote
positive academic and behavioral results for all
students and to halt actions that unfairly targeted
students of color and students with disabilities.
In December 2018, the Departments of Education and Justice announced they were rescinding
the 2014 guidance protections. This administration's actions will make schools less safe for
LGBTQ students, sexual assault survivors,
immigrant students, students of color, students
with disabilities, and any child who experiences
systemic discrimination.

2,363 children are arrested, one every 37
seconds, each day in our country! Thousands of
children of color and children with disabilities are
getting trapped in the "Cradle to Prison Pipeline". UMW as a group and individuals are trying
to interrupt the "School to Prison Pipeline"
through education, workshops, seminars, writing
campaigns, and protests. Children need to be
loved, educated, and protected not hated,
expelled, and sent to prison among violent
criminals who often abuse them.
Dr. Vincent Harding, revered historian, theologian, social justice activist, and visionary spoke at a
Children's Defense Fund's conference. "We are
citizens of a country that we still have to create--a
just country, a compassionate country, a forgiving
country, a multi-racial and multi-religious country,
a joyful country that cares about itself and about
the world, that cares about what Earth needs as
well as what individual people need...I am, you are,
a citizen of a country that does not exist, and that
badly needs to exist."
Each of us can do something each day to make
a kinder, gentler, more loving, and caring country
in which to live. "The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness generosity, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control."~Romans 5:22

June Income/Expense Report
Balance as of 5/31/19

$ 2,310.08

June income

$21,976.64

June expense

($18,994.08)

Balance as of 6/30/19

$ 5,292.64
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Worship Preview
August 4th - Growing in Prayer – A variety of scriptures
Sermon Series – Family Feud – When the Church Disagrees
Just because we are Christians and we are all committed to loving and serving God, doesn’t mean
that we always agree on the best way to do that! During the month of August, we will be taking a
powerful look at the book of 1 Corinthians as we navigate how to handle our disagreements in a
Christian manner.
August 11th – Family Feud – 1 Corinthians 1:11-17a
August 18th – Are You Smarter than a 5th Grader? – 1 Corinthians 1:17b – 2:16
August 25th – Win, Lose, or Draw – 1 Corinthians 3

9:30 a.m. Worship Leaders
August 4 – Liturgist – Georgia Wilkinson; Ushers – Bob Smith, Jerry Jones, Todd Kresin, Colter Lewis,
Susan Hall; Greeters – Mary Smith, Don & Dorris Thode, Kathryn McCumber, Patty Russell;
PowerPoint – Mary Ann & Jim Pattenaude
August 11 – Liturgist – Jeff Marker; Ushers – Ray Lamb, Lenny Sementi, Mark Randell, Chuck Seibold,
Leon Kinney; Greeters – Jerry & Jean Leonard, Barb Wills, Jan Boyer, Vicki Jones; PowerPoint – Rodney
Zimmer
August 18 – Liturgist – Rodney Zimmer; Ushers – Paul Wisovaty, Alan Michener, Jack Allen, Jerry Reynolds,
Jan Boyer, Vicki Jones, Joyce Ellis; Greeters – Sue Wisovaty, Doris Young; PowerPoint – Jackie & Sidney
Watson
August 25 – Liturgist – Ray Lamb; Ushers – Debbie & Jeff Marker, Jan Mann, Dan Craddock, Andy & Cindy
Wood; Greeters – Pat & Butch Janusik, Cheryl Bozarth; PowerPoint - Darcy Sementi
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Prairie Wind is the monthly newsletter of the
Tuscola United Methodist Church. We meet for
worship at 901 N. Prairie Street in Tuscola, Illinois.

We invite you to worship with us and to experience the joy
of having fellowship with people who believe in God’s love
and Christ’s teachings.
Our worship services are Sunday at 8:15 and 10:45 a.m.,
Jarman Center at 9:30 a.m. and Brookstone Estates at
10:10 a.m. Sunday school classes for all ages begin
at 9:30 a.m. Summer worship is at 9:30 a.m., with
Sunday school at 8:30 a.m.

Tuscola United Methodist Church
901 N. Prairie, Tuscola, IL 61953
Phone 217.253.4232

Fax 217.253.6774

Email tuscolaumc@yahoo.com
Visit us on the web at www.tuscolaumc.org
Office Hours 8 a.m. - noon; 1 - 3:30 p.m.
Monday - Friday

