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Summer Service
It’s happening! Church Council voted to go to
one 9:30 AM service from Sunday June 2 –
Sunday September 1. Here are some specifics
based on the questions you asked:
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•

Coffee hour will still happen! We will
be asking those preparing food to not
prepare hot dishes in the summer, so
we can set coffee hour out at 9:00
AM. Coffee will be in carafes, and it
will be self-serve through about 10:50
AM.

•

Adult Sunday school classes may
choose to meet before or after
service. Kaylee will be visiting all the
classes to find out what you’d like to
do. We will prepare a list of the
times to include in the June 2nd
bulletin, and that list will be posted all
summer long. If you are unhappy with
your Sunday school classes preferred
time, branch out for a few weeks and
meet with a different group!

•

Children’s Sunday school will not be
meeting in the summer. Instead, we
are offering Children’s Church to be
held during the service. The lessons
are almost identical to Sunday School
lessons with the children learning
songs, a Bible story, and preparing a
take-home craft.

•

We will ask
ushers from
both
services to
continue to
usher at the
unified
service. If
we have a
lot of extra
ushers, it will help with the larger
crowd.

•

Communion will be held the first
Sunday of the month with the except
of June 2nd when it will be held the
second Sunday of the month because
Pastor Terri will be out of town. We
will not offer communion on the
other Sundays through the summer.

•

The music will primarily be traditional. This hasn’t been entirely planned
yet, but the hope is to offer special
music through the summer in the
form of solos and small groups.

I appreciate your flexibility in this. As I said
earlier, I promise this is just through the
summer. Let’s enjoy the chance to unify our
church and spend more time together.
Pastor Terri
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Pastor’s Letter
Dear Church Family,
Happy Father’s Day! I hope you will take
the time this month to honor your father
or a male role model in your life whether
they are still with us or have gone on to be
with God.
Fathers are so incredibly important to a
society, and in the church, this is especially
true. Several years ago, a study was
published that looked at parent’s church
attendance and how that affected their
children’s church attendance years later.
The findings were rather surprising!
•

•

•

If both the father and mother attend
church regularly, 33 percent of their
children will end up as regular adult
churchgoers, and 41 percent will end
up attending irregularly. Only a quarter
of their children will end up not
practicing at all.
If the father attends church irregularly
and mother attends regularly, only 3
percent of the children will regularly
attend church as adults, and 59
percent will become irregulars. Thirtyeight percent will not attend church at
all as adults.
If the father is never or very rarely
attends and the mother attends
regularly, only 2 percent of children
will become regular worshippers, and
37 percent will attend irregularly. Over

60 percent of their children will be lost
completely to the church.
Now let’s look at the figures the other way
around. What happens if the father attends
church regularly but the mother attends irregularly or never? Extraordinarily, the percentage of children becoming regular adult church
attenders is higher than if both parents
attend! 38 percent to 44 percent of children
who attend church with dad alone become
regular church attenders!
So basically, if a father does not go to church,
no matter how faithfully his wife attends, only
one child in 50 will become a regular worshipper. Dads, you are so important to our faith!
Over the next month, as we honor the men in
our lives, I encourage you to meditate on
Joshua 24:15. In this passage, Joshua is telling
the Hebrew people it is time to decide once
and for all whether they want to make a
covenant with God. It states: “But if serving
the LORD seems undesirable to you, then
choose for yourselves this day whom you will
serve, whether the gods your ancestors
served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of
the Amorites, in whose land you are living.
But as for me and my household, we will
serve the LORD.”
Blessings,
Pastor Terri

Pentecost
Talk about a little understood holiday in
the life of the church! We love to celebrate
Jesus Christ through Christmas and Easter.
We love to study Creation and the Old
Testament to learn more about God the
Creator. But we rarely are comfortable

with the birth of the Holy Spirit. This year,
Pentecost falls on Sunday, June 9th, and I encourage you to wear red, the color of Pentecost, as we examine this integral, vibrant part
of the Trinity of God.
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Manna Café News
The next Manna Café will be Wednesday, June
5th, serving from 5-6:30 p.m. This month’s menu
is: ham loaf, cheese potatoes and desserts.

desserts, etc., Please contact Sharon Corum at
217-474-7738 or the church office if you are able
to help.

We can always use volunteers to help: cook,
serve, scrape/wash dishes, tear down tables, bake

United Methodist Women News
This comes from our unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjustice news item, "The School-toPrison Pipeline", subject of our district Personal
Growth day. The school-to-prison pipeline is a
term used to describe how children and youth of
color are rerouted by systems and institutions,
funneled away from educational success and towards the criminal justice system. "Rachel is
weeping for her children; she refuses to be comforted for her children, because they are no
more... there is hope for your future, says the
Lord: your children shall come back to their own
country." Jeremiah 31:15-17
The school-to-prison pipeline is not the result of
any one single action, but of many factors coming
together, including:
1) Implicit Racial and Gender Biases. People
assume children and youth of color are more
frequently disciplined and/or arrested because
they commit more crimes than their white peers.
In fact, they are simply treated more harshly for
similar or lesser offenses which impacts teachers,
principals, school resource officers, police, lawyers, judges, and others making decisions about
school discipline, arrests and sentencing.
2) Excessive Out-of-School Suspensions and
Expulsions. When students miss out on necessary classroom instruction for an extended time,
they are far more likely to drop out or end up in
the criminal justice system.
3) Zero Tolerance Policies. These policies
now include many less serious offenses, resulting
in mandated suspensions, expulsions and arrests
for minor misconduct. Youth of color are more
likely to receive these "sentences" than their
white peers.

4) Status Offenses. These common behaviors
are underage drinking, skipping school, missing
curfew, running away from home. This uniquely
impacts girls, because of gender bias and heightened vulnerability to sexual and domestic abuse.
African American students are three times more
likely than white students to be suspended and
expelled. 12% of African American girls are suspended compared to 2% of white girls. Native
American students are less than 1% of the student
population but make up 3% of expelled students
and 2% of out of school suspensions. Native
American youth are held in juvenile detention
facilities at three times the rate of white youth.
31% of students experiencing school-based arrests are African American, though these children
and youth make up only 16% of total school enrollment.
What can United Methodist Women do? Educate
ourselves about this wrong, support local youth
leaders, investigate/ask local school principals,
superintendents and boards of education if this is
happening here. Ask students, counselors, bus
drivers, custodians about the practice. Many cities and towns already have active, communitybased campaigns underway to interrupt the
school-to-prison pipeline. Gifted, cherished young
people are disappearing into the school-to-prison
pipeline. As women of faith we know that God
has more in store for these children and for
us. God promises "reward for your work" and
"hope for your future". Rachel will not have to
weep forever.
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April Income/Expense Report
Balance as of 3/31/19

$ 9,091.53

April income

$18,961.25

April expense

( $23,559.92)

Balance as of 4/30/19

$ 4,492.86

Don’t forget on May 26th during coffee
hour, the Finance Committee will be having
an information meeting in the Fellowship
Hall. Stop by the table and find out how we
are doing financially!

Thank you!
Thank you to those that sent me Easter
cards or letters: Susan Patterson, Judy &
Harold Evans, Jerry & Jean Leonard, Phyllis
& Larry Williams, Janice & Jim Snider, Jourdan & Mitch Clapper, Bev Schweighart, and

Patty Russell. I really appreciate them! God
bless you all!
~Helen Wirth

Summer Bible Study
Pastor Terri will be teaching a study this
summer based on the controversial book
Love Wins: A Book About Heaven, Hell, and
the Fate of Every Person Who Ever Lived by
Rob Bell. When this book first came out in
2011, it caused an uproar in the evangelical
church and eventually cost Bell the pulpit at
the church he had founded, the 10,000
member Mars Hill Bible Church. This book
also led to him being named one of Time
Magazine’s 100 Most Influential People in
the World. A search for this book leads to
articles both praising and condemning Bell’s
views on the afterlife. Join us as we unwrap

this book and confront our own assumptions and beliefs with challenging words.
There are no right or wrong views – all
ideas are welcome at the table.
The study will begin on June 11th and continue through August 6th. There are two
groups available. Group one will meet on
Tuesday mornings at 10 AM and group two
will meet Tuesday nights at 6 PM. The cost
of the book is $12, or you may choose to
purchase it on Kindle. Please call Lora to
sign up by June 6th at noon.

Library News by Ingrid Minger
Check out the cart of FREE library books
in the foyer! They will be out for the
month of June! Take & keep what you
would like!
We have added 4 new books to our
church library for the month of June:
• Help & Hope for the Single Parent
by: Tony Evans
• Delivered: Experiencing God’s
Power in Your Pain by: Beth
Moore

•
•

Becoming More Than a Good
Bible Study Girl by: Lysa
TerKeurst
Single Parent’s Guide to Raising
Godly Children by: Shae Cooke

Please check out any of these books &
more by signing them out on the clipboard
& placing them in the wooden crate when
you are finished!
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Under Construction
The Children’s Ministry here at TUMC is
restructuring how we do kids ministry. At least
for the summer, we are trying something new
out – no traditional Sunday School for anyone
Pre-K through 12th grade. However, there is no
need to fret! Instead of this traditional time of
learning for kids, we are going to continue having
Children’s Church for kids ages Pre-K through
5th grade. Each week during this time, we spend
time made for the wigglers. We have a lesson
that is teaching us about the Bible, a game and
usually a craft or other type of activity to help us

learn. We also have time for praying and will be
learning about offering over the summer too.
Although this is not the traditional time of Sunday
School, we think that this is a time for kids to
grow spiritually on their level. The kids will be
participating in service in its entirety the weeks of
the month where there are 5 Sundays, the next
one being June 30. If you have any questions,
please ask Kaylee or stop by during service to
check out Children’s Church.

Special Recognition
We would like to recognize Ann Leisner, who
has graciously volunteered as a children’s Sunday
school teacher for more than 33 years. Ann
started teaching when her daughter, Johanna, was
just 3 years old. She has taught many TUMC
children over the years, and most recently had

the honor of teaching her grandchildren. We
appreciate her years of dedication and leadership.
Thank you, Ann!
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Worship Preview
Sermon Series June 16th – July 7th: Intervention
In our contemporary age, some people are uncomfortable with the idea of a God who intervenes
from time to time in the earthly affairs of humankind. Yet the Scriptures are filled with such stories of
God doing exactly that – intervening in human affairs to make right those things that are wanting and
to bring to completeness those things that help us to be the kinds of people God is calling us to be. In
this series, we explore times in the Old and New Testaments when God intervened to correct injustice, spiritually heal a demon-possessed man, instruct the disciples, and bring healing to a proud and
powerful man. So let the record be clear, the Scriptures often portray God as a God who intervenes.
June 2nd – TBD – Wayne Ward Speaking
June 9th – Pentecost – Acts 2:1-21 – The Ultimate Surprise Party
June 16th – 1 Kings 21:1-10, 15-21a – The God Who Sees and Sets Things Right
June 23rd – Luke 8:26-39 – A Change of Heart
June 30th – Luke 9:51-62 - Intervening to Enlighten
July 7th – 2 Kings 5:1-14 – A Humbling Intervention

9:30 a.m. Worship Leaders
June 2 – Liturgist – Cammy Seguin; Ushers – Bob Smith, Jerry Jones, Todd Kresin, Colter Lewis;
Greeters – Mary Smith, Don & Dorris Thode, Kathryn McCumber, Patty Russell; Acolyte - Boyd Brewer;
PowerPoint –
June 9 – Liturgist – Diane Zell; Ushers – Ray Lamb, Lenny Sementi, Mark Randell, Chuck Seibold, Leon
Kinney; Greeters – Jerry & Jean Leonard, Barb Wills, Jan Boyer, Vicki Jones; Acolyte - Reegan Willoughby;
PowerPoint –
June 16 – Liturgist – Jan Thurn; Ushers – Paul Wisovaty, Alan Michener, Jack Allen, Jerry Reynolds, Jan
Boyer, Vicki Jones, Joyce Ellis; Greeters – Sue Wisovaty, Doris Young; Acolyte - Addie Presson;
PowerPoint –
June 23 – Liturgist – Patty Russell; Ushers – Debbie & Jeff Marker, Jan Mann, Dan Craddock, Andy & Cindy
Wood; Acolyte - Hayden/Hunter Smith; Greeters – Pat & Butch Janusik, Cheryl Bozarth;
PowerPoint -

June 30 – Liturgist – Kate Watson; Ushers – Tom Sturgis, Jerry & Margo Blaudow;
Greeters – Cammy Seguin, Kathleen Dyer, Darlene Wiesener; Acolyte - Taylor Wilson;
PowerPoint -
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Prairie Wind is the monthly newsletter of the
Tuscola United Methodist Church. We meet for
worship at 901 N. Prairie Street in Tuscola, Illinois.

We invite you to worship with us and to experience the joy
of having fellowship with people who believe in God’s love
and Christ’s teachings.
Our worship services are Sunday at 8:15 and 10:45 a.m.,
Jarman Center at 9:30 a.m. and Brookstone Estates at
10:10 a.m. Sunday school classes for all ages begin
at 9:30 a.m.

Tuscola United Methodist Church
901 N. Prairie, Tuscola, IL 61953
Phone 217.253.4232

Fax 217.253.6774

Email tuscolaumc@yahoo.com
Visit us on the web at www.tuscolaumc.org
Office Hours 8 a.m. - noon; 1 - 3:30 p.m.
Monday - Friday

