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National Day of Prayer
if my people who are called by my name humble
themselves, pray, seek my face, and turn from
their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven,
and will forgive their sin and heal their land.
– 2 Chronicles 14
Thursday, May 2, 2019 is the National Day of
Prayer, and TAMA (Tuscola Area Ministerial
Alliance) will be sponsoring a prayer service at
Forty Martyrs entitled “Pray for America”
which will held from 12:05 PM to 12:35 PM
with lunch immediately afterward. I hope you

will attend this service because I believe, when
we come together in prayer, God will hear
and bless us.
TAMA has asked our church to make cookies
and desserts for 60 people. If you are willing
to do this, please sign up at the back of the
church. Desserts should
be at Forty Martyrs by
10 AM on May 2nd.
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Welcome Kaylee LaPenas!
Welcome, Kaylee, to our TUMC family! We
are excited to have her as a part of our ministry team. Here’s some info about Kaylee:
Hi! My name is Kaylee LaPenas and I am the
new director of Children, Youth and Family
Ministries here at TUMC. I started at the beginning of April, so I may have met you, but I
want to take a few minutes to introduce myself.
To start, I grew up in Michigan with my mom,
stepdad, and a younger sister and brother. My
family has grown to include a brother-in-law
and a soon-to-be sister-in-law and a niece
who is almost 5 years old named Aubree. She
is pretty amazing and loves everything that is
unicorn and rainbows. My little family also
includes a cat named Cordy and a pup named
Ruby. Both have a big personality and I hope
that you can meet them sometime. I moved to
Illinois for my undergrad in 2009 and went to
Olivet Nazarene University and studied Social
Work. After graduation I took a few years off
and worked at a daycare and as a substitute
teacher in the Kankakee area. I finally heard
my call into formal ministry (after four years

in volunteering) and went to Dallas Baptist
University Online for my Master of Arts in
Children’s Ministry, graduating in August of
2018.
I have been volunteering in the youth group in
Kankakee for a little over a year as the one
who plans and oversees the fundraising for the
mission trip that the youth are going on this
summer to Minnesota. (I get to accompany
them too!) I have a strong passion for bringing
children and youth up in a faith that sticks, and
my ministry verse is Proverbs 22:6 – I encourage you to look it up. I believe that faith starts
at home and so I look forward to connecting
with each of the families here at TUMC during
Sunday mornings, youth group, special events,
and even coffee chats just to get to know each
of you
better.
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Pastor’s Letter
Dear Church Family,
Happy Mother’s Day! I hope you have
someone special to celebrate this month.
Whether you are a mother yourself,
whether you had/have a wonderful mother,
or whether you celebrate a mother figure
in your life, women fulfill an important role
in God’s world. We honor mothers and
mother figures because God taught us to
honor them. Let’s take a look at some of
the many scriptures God gives us about
mothers:
• “Honor your father and your mother,
that your days may be long in the land
that the Lord your God is giving you.”
– Exodus 20:12
• “Her children rise up and call her
blessed; her husband also, and he
praises her: ‘Many women have done
excellently, but you surpass them all.’”
– Proverbs 31:28-31
• “Every one of you shall revere his
mother and his father.” – Leviticus
19:3
• “The man called his wife’s name Eve,
because she was the mother of all living.” – Genesis 3:20
• “Hear, my son, your father’s instruction, and forsake not your mother’s
teaching, for they are a graceful garland
for your head and pendants for your
neck.” – Proverbs 1:8-9
• “And his mother treasured up all these
things in her heart.” – Luke 2:51
• “I have no greater joy than to hear
that my children are walking in the
truth.” – 3 John 1:4
• When Jesus saw his mother there, and
the disciple whom he loved standing
nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here
is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here
is your mother.” From that time on,
this disciple took her into his home. –
John 19:26-27

In addition, when we celebrate mothers, I like
to look at some of the mothering images of
God in the Bible. So often, we think of God as
God the Father, but there are some beautiful
nurturing images that I like to call upon when I
need comfort:
• God: "Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to
walk, I who took them up in my arms; but
they did not know that I healed them. I
led them with cords of human kindness,
with bands of love. I was to them like
those who lift infants to their cheeks. I
bent down to them and fed them." –
Hosea 11:3-4
• “Like the eagle that stirs up its nest, and
hovers over its young, God spreads wings
to catch you, and carries you on pinions.
You were unmindful of the Rock that
bore you; you forgot the God who gave
you birth." Deuteronomy 32:11-12, 18
• God: "As a mother comforts her child, so
I will comfort you; you shall be comforted
in Jerusalem." – Isaiah 66:13
• God: "Can a woman forget her nursing
child, or show no compassion for the
child of her womb? Even these may
forget, yet I will not forget you." – Isaiah
49:15
• Jesus: "Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that
kills the prophets and stones those who
are sent to it! How often have I desired
to gather your children together as a hen
gathers her brood under her wings, and
you were not willing!" Matthew 23:37 and
Luke 13:34
During the month of May, I invite you to read
and meditate on these verses as we remember those in our lives who nurtured, loved
and cared for us and as we remember a God
who is both proud, protective Father and
warm, loving Mother.
Love in Christ,
Pastor Terri
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Manna Café News
The next Manna Café will be Wednesday,
1st, serving from 5-6:30 p.m. This month’s menu
is: sloppy joes, macaroni & cheese and desserts.

We can always use volunteers to help: cook,
serve, scrape/wash dishes, tear down tables, bake
desserts, etc., Please contact Sharon Corum at
217-474-7738 or the church office if you are able

United Methodist Women News
"On April 5,1819, the Missionary Society of the
Methodist Episcopal Church was formed in
response to stories of the mission work of John
Stewart, a freeborn African American, among the
Wyandotte Native American people in
Ohio. Today, 200 years later, Methodists from
Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America, the Caribbean and North America work together in more
than 120 countries to Make Disciples for Jesus
Christ for the Transformation of the World." In
2019, United Methodist Women celebrates 150
years in mission through hundreds of missionaries, home missioners, deaconesses, International
Global Fellows (formerly US-2), and mission
centers worldwide.
As one of our mission priorities, we advocate for
Maternal and Child Health. Our Social Principles
state that "Health care is a human right." Too
many women still die in childbirth, children die
from preventable diseases, and too many
communities have no access to health care. Some
of the work by UMW includes educational
opportunities in medical fields, reproductive
health such as family planning, cancer screening,

Thank You!
Thank you to Wilma Allen for the chocolate chip
cookies and Jean Leonard for the snickerdoodles
and bringing them to the residents of Tuscola
Healthcare. We appreciate them and the visits!
Love ~ Helen Wirth

and healthy childbirth. Several UMW national
mission institutions provide maternal health
services to improve access to care for underserved populations. Services include prenatal and
postpartum care, baby supplies, parenting
support, shelter and legal services, and health
care. Many deaconesses and home missioners live
their calling by working as health care professionals. United Methodist Women is committed to
promoting abundant health for women and
children in local, national and global communities.
Through our pledges, extra giving, and fund
raisers, we can help "make it happen". Please give
generously to support our sisters in need. As
Mothers' Day approaches, we might give extra
donations in honor or memory of a mother, so
that another mother may have better care or be
better able to care for her child. There are many
opportunities on our conference list of Advance
Specials or through our Midwest Mission Distribution Center.
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March Income/Expense Report
Balance as of 2/28/19

$ 3,070.48

March income

$25,351.34

March expense

( $19,330.29)

Balance as of 3/31/19

$ 9,091.53

Thank You, Mike!
TUMC would like to take this opportunity
for formally thank Mike Ovca who travels
to Tuscola from Taylorville over a dozen
times each spring to perform an audit for
us. Your countless hours of work have not
gone unnoticed, Mike! We appreciate you.

How Are We Doing?
On Sunday, May 26th during Coffee Hour,
the Finance Committee will be holding an
information meeting in the Fellowship Hall
to let you know how we’re doing financially. There will be information on the budget,
incoming money, and outgoing expenses.

If you have any questions for this committee or simply want to know how the
money you give is being spent, please take
a few moments to stop by.

Golden Cross Sunday, May 12
Golden Cross Sunday is a Sunday set apart
to remember our role in the healing of
people in our conference. The 10 Golden
Cross ministries are touching lives with the
healing hand of Jesus in a variety of ways all
over our conference. Literally, from cradle
to grave, our Golden Cross ministries are
the church in action. Golden Cross is a
collective of older adult, pastoral care and
children & family ministries. While each
agency functions independently, they can
do more for the Kingdom together than
each can do on its own. Representatives
from each ministry meet together regularly
and share the joys and challenges of their
work. For generations, The United Methodist Church has supported Golden Cross.
It is interesting to note the words that
appeared in our conference resolution of

1966, “The Golden Cross is the Church’s
program of Christian concern for human
need, inspired by Christ’s own teaching. It
is our enrollment in the healing, helping
ministry of The Methodist Church in our
conference. It is your expression of love
and concern that the Golden Rule become
one of action.” Your 10 ministries are hard
at work every day in their individual settings across our conference. Golden Cross
Sunday is always the 2nd Sunday in May,
Mother’s Day. Your gift this day will be
divided among the 10 agencies that make
up Golden Cross. We encourage you to
prayerfully and generously support these
excellent ministries. Your Golden Cross
Ministries share God’s love beyond the
church doors.
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Library News by Ingrid Minger
We have lots of new titles in the library. To
check out a book, please sign your name, the
title of the book, and the check-out date on the
clipboard (it’s a new form). When you return it,
simply write the date it was returned, and place
it in our new wooden drop box.
One of our new titles we have added is Brave
Love by: Lisa Leonard. Here is a tidbit about the
book: “Brave Love is about what it means to be
human, how it feels to be broken and afraid, and
what happens when we dare to love deeply. Join
Lisa on a journey where you will discover you
are worthy and lovable just as you are. You don't
have to try harder or be better. You don't have
to prove yourself and you don't have to make
others okay. In this freedom you will find more
peace and more joy. Most importantly, you will
learn that as you stop trying to be everything to
everyone, you will love others better.”
Another new title is The Wednesday Letters by:
Jason F. Wright. He is also the author of the
bestseller Christmas Jars, which many of you may
have read! Here is a bit about this new read
“Jack and Laurel have been married for 39 years.
They've lived a good life and appear to have had
the perfect marriage. With his wife cradled in his

arms, and before Jack takes his last breath, he
scribbles his last "Wednesday Letter." When their
adult children arrive to arrange the funeral, they
discover boxes and boxes full of love letters that
their father wrote to their mother each week on
Wednesday. As they begin to open and read the
letters, the children uncover the shocking truth
about the past. In addition, each one must deal
with the present-day challenges. Matthew has a
troubled marriage, Samantha is a single mother,
and Malcolm is the black sheep of the family who
has returned home after a mysterious two-year
absence. The Wednesday Letters has a powerful
message about forgiveness and quietly beckons
for readers to start writing their own Wednesday
Letters.”
Each month, I will highlight a new book, or two,
that we have in our library to let you know what
to expect!
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Worship Preview
Sermon Series: Surprise! The Unexpected Acts of God
Between now and June 9th, we’ll be spending our time in the book of Acts. We all know the excitement and nerves that come with a sudden reversal of our expectations. The early Christians whose
stories are told in the book of Acts have no shortage of surprise. The resurrection sets off a host of
unexpected events and changes for Jesus’ followers, even changes within themselves. If our own
spiritual lives have come to seem humdrum and every day, these stories will awaken in us a new
desire for God’s work in the lives of unsuspecting, ordinary people like ourselves. As we explore the
journey of surprises in these texts, we will learn the spiritual habit of welcoming an unpredictable
God and coming to expect the unexpected.

May 5th – Acts 9:1-20 – An Unlikely Friendship
May 12th – Acts 9:36-43 – An Astonishing Imitation
May 19th – Acts 11:1-18 – An Unexpected Change of Menu
May 26th – Acts 16:16-34 – An Ironic Escape

8:15 a.m. Worship Leaders
May 5 – Liturgist – Jeff Marker; Ushers – Bob Smith, Jerry Jones, Todd Kresin, Colter Lewis;
Greeters – Mary Smith, Don & Dorris Thode; PowerPoint – Jim & Mary Ann Pattenaude
May 12 – Liturgist – Judy Schenkel; Ushers – Ray Lamb, Lenny Sementi, Mark Randell;
Greeters – Jerry & Jean Leonard, Barb Wills; PowerPoint – Darcy Sementi
May 19 – Liturgist – Cathy Mannen; Ushers – Paul Wisovaty, Alan Michener, Jack Allen,
Jerry Reynolds; Greeters – Sue Wisovaty, Doris Young; PowerPoint – Colin Lewis
May 26 – Liturgist – Janet Butler; Ushers – Debbie & Jeff Marker, Jan Mann;
Greeters – Pat & Butch Janusik; PowerPoint -

10:45 a.m. Worship Leaders
May 5 – Liturgist – Patty Russell; Ushers – Chuck & Sue Benner, Drew & Christy Hoel;
Greeter – Kathryn McCumber; Acolyte – Dane/Reed Manning; PowerPoint – Dwight Vaught
May 12– Liturgist – Rodney Zimmer; Ushers – Chuck Seibold, Leon Kinney, Alan Patton;
Greeters – Jan Boyer, Vicki Jones; Acolyte – Delanie Yantis; PowerPoint – Noah Woods
May 19 – Liturgist – Bev Schweighart; Ushers – Jan Boyer, Vicki Jones, Joyce Ellis;
Greeter – Alan Patton; Acolyte – Brynlee Ring; PowerPoint – Rodney Zimmer
May 26 – Liturgist – Georgia Wilkinson; Ushers – Dan Craddock, Andy & Cindy Wood;
Greeter – Cheryl Bozarth; Acolyte – Lily Yantis; PowerPoint – Jackie/Sidney Watson
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Prairie Wind is the monthly newsletter of the
Tuscola United Methodist Church. We meet for
worship at 901 N. Prairie Street in Tuscola, Illinois.

We invite you to worship with us and to experience the joy
of having fellowship with people who believe in God’s love
and Christ’s teachings.
Our worship services are Sunday at 8:15 and 10:45 a.m.,
Jarman Center at 9:30 a.m. and Brookstone Estates at
10:10 a.m. Sunday school classes for all ages begin
at 9:30 a.m.

Tuscola United Methodist Church
901 N. Prairie, Tuscola, IL 61953
Phone 217.253.4232

Fax 217.253.6774

Email tuscolaumc@yahoo.com
Visit us on the web at www.tuscolaumc.org
Office Hours 8 a.m. - noon; 1 - 3:30 p.m.
Monday - Friday

