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Holy Week and Easter Services
Holy Week and Easter offer a variety of ways
for you to walk with Jesus towards the cross
and to celebrate the resurrection. Please join
us for these events:
Palm Sunday – April 14th at 8:15 AM and
10:45 AM – Join us as we journey with Jesus
into the city of Jerusalem. Then, just as quickly
as it happened over 2000 years ago, we turn
our hearts towards the cross in a dramatic
stripping of the sanctuary.
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Good Friday Tenebrae Service– April 19th
at 7:00 PM – This service of darkness and
reflection will take you through the dramatic
last 24 hours of Christ’s life. Join us for what
is truly my favorite service of the entire Christian year to experience the sadness before the
joy of Easter morning.
Sunrise Service – April 21st at 6:15 AM –
Yes, you heard right! Your pastor is getting up
early for a sunrise service! This service reminds us of how Mary and the women went
to the tomb while it was still early. Weather
permitting, we will be holding this service
outdoors at the fire pit. Wear comfortable,
warm clothes. We will have coffee to keep

Easter Flowers
Help us make our sanctuary colorful and
bright on Easter Sunday by ordering Easter
flowers to be displayed on the chancel.
Instead of the usual Easter lilies, we will be
showcasing other spring favorites such as
tulips, daffodils, and hyacinths. Check your
upcoming Sunday bulletins for details.

you warm and a breakfast held immediately
afterwards in the Fellowship Hall. This is a
beautiful and perfect way to start Easter
morning. There will be a different sermon at
this service, so feel free to join us for regular
worship.
Easter Service – April 21st at 8:15 AM and
10:45 AM – Join us for the most joyful service
of the entire Christian year as we celebrate
our risen Lord and Savior!
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Pastor’s Letter
Happy Easter!
While Christmas gets more air time in the
secular world, Easter is actually the biggest
holiday of the Christian world. And that’s
because, without Easter, none of our faith
exists. Here are some fun Easter facts –
both religious and secular – for you to
share with your friends:
• After Halloween, Easter is the top
-selling candy holiday.
• Easter always occurs between
March 22 and April 25.
• The date for Easter is set according to the phases of the moon
which is why the dates are different each year. This is because
Easter is always celebrated after
Passover.
• More than 90 million chocolate
Easter bunnies are manufactured
each year.
• The first Easter eggs were colored
red, in memory of the blood Jesus
shed during his crucifixion.
• In the 13th century, the church
prohibited the eating of eggs
during Holy Week. Marking the
eggs laid during the week began
the custom of decorating eggs.
• It is believed that an Italian baker
made the pretzel to look like arms
crossed in prayer during the
Passover season sometime
between the 300s and the 600s.
• Americans consume over 16
million jellybeans on Easter,
enough to circle the globe more
than three times.
• Germany started the custom of
the Easter bunny – though for
them, it was an Easter hare.
• Not all countries have a rabbit to
bring gifts. In Switzerland, it’s a

•
•
•
•
•

•

cuckoo, in Westphalia of Germany,
it’s a fox, and in Australia, it’s a bilby
which is an animal with a rat like face
and long ears (see picture)!
Households spend on average $131
on Easter each year, with $14.7
billion spent totally.
The most popular Easter candy is
Marshmallow Peeps.
Easter lilies are named because it’s
said that they grow with their head
down to honor Jesus.
The custom of giving chocolate and
gifts for Easter started in the Victorian Age.
The Cadbury Company is the second
largest confectioner in the world
behind Wrigley’s. It was established
in Birmingham, England in 1824 by
John Cadbury and first sold tea,
coffee, and drinking chocolate.
Our very own Charles Wesley wrote
the popular Easter hymn “Christ the
Lord is Risen Today”.

I hope you have a wonderful Easter with
friends, family, and your church, and may the
Easter Bilby bring you something special!
God bless,
Pastor Terri

Thank You!
To My Church Family,
Thanks so much to Wilma, Jean, Mark,
Cammy, Kathleen, and Sue for the cupcakes and cookies. All the residents really
appreciate them and they were delicious!
Thank you to Susan Patterson for the cards

and letters while she was in Texas. Finally,
thank you for all the Christmas, Valentine’s,
and birthday cards! I really appreciate them
all! May God bless Pastor Terri and TUMC.
Love ~ Helen Wirth
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Manna Café News
The next Manna Café will be Wednesday,
April 3rd, serving from 5-6:30 p.m. We can
always use volunteers to help: cook, serve,
scrape/wash dishes, tear down tables, bake

desserts, etc., Please contact Sharon Corum at
217-474-7738 or the church office if you are able
to help.

United Methodist Women News
In 1888, fifteen Methodist women were elected
to the General Conference. On the first day,
most of the arguing was whether women should
be there, and the conference decided against the
women voting or speaking. Instead, they were
invited to sit in the balcony.
At the 2019 General Conference in St. Louis,
UMW General Secretary, Harriett Jane Olson
asked, "Do we act like we're still in the balcony?" This year, there were 306 women and 864
men in attendance. There the UMW hosted a
gathering for Central Conference women
delegates from around the world. These sisters
were joined by United Methodist Women
members, delegates, and staff at Centenary UMC
downtown St. Louis for fellowship, encouragement, and truth-telling.
The Central Conference consists of seven
conferences outside the United States located in
Africa, Europe, and The Philippines. Organizers
Deaconess and Regional Missionary, Emma
Cantor,who came from the North Katonga
Conference and Rev. Betty Kazal Musau who
came from the Central Congo Conference led
the opening song, "Many Gifts, One Spirit". Filipina deaconesses led the group in dancing
to "This is the Day". Translators were available in
Portuguese, Swahili, French, Tagalog, and
English. Attendees gave these reasons why they
don't speak out about issues: 1) social and cultural barriers, 2) lack of access to education, 3) being barred from church leadership, and 4) being
expected to be quiet and supportive at all
times.
Much sharing was done to support our global
sisters in their quest to "experience freedom as
whole persons through Jesus Christ". Prayer

shawls were given to the women. While wrapping
one another in prayer shawls, they said, "I honor
the God in you, I honor your loving presence, and
honor your leadership." Let us "get out of the
balcony" and help our sister in need! There are
many opportunities through Advance Specials and
our Prayer Calendar missionaries, deaconesses,
home missionaries, and International Fellows
program for two years.
Call to Prayer and Self-Denial
Our 2019 Call to Prayer focuses on Building a
Thriving Generation of Children and Youth
Worldwide. Today, UMW continues to work for
the well-being of children and youth everywhere. According to a 2016 UNICEF report,
millions of children are denied the basic rights of
"safety, health, play and education". They are
deprived of what they need to grow up healthy
and strong--because of their race, ethnicity,
gender, or because they have a disability or live in
poverty. Our 2019 offering will go towards working for equal opportunities for children and youth
and for their well-being. As we deny ourselves,
let us take action and give generously at our April
meetings, remembering that Christ denied his
very life that we might have everlasting life. Check
the program book for a lesson. Offerings should
be given to treasurer, Janet Butler, then sent to
the District Treasurer. Thank you for all you do
and your generosity.
Patty Russell
Membership and Social Action
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February Income/Expense Report
Balance as of 1/31/19

$11,378.28

February income

$18,856.07

February expense

( $27,163.84)

Balance as of 2/28/19

$ 3,070.48

Freezer Needed
Manna Café needs your help. They are in
need of a small freezer which would allow
them to purchase meat in bulk when it is
on sale. The cost of these freezers is
approximately $220. If you would like to
donate towards buying a freezer for them,
please bring a check into Lora or place it in
the offering plate with a notation that it is
for a new freezer. Thanks!

Peace Meal Volunteers Needed
May is TUMC’s month to help deliver
Peace Meals. If you are available from 11:00
a.m. - approx. noon, Monday - Friday, and
would like to sign up to deliver meals to 15
or so people in Tuscola, please sign up on
the sheet available in the foyer beginning in
April. It's usually good to have two people
working together to make deliveries.

This is a great way to connect with some
of our aging residents, sometimes offering
the only human contact they may have in a
day. Make a difference in someone's life,
and deliver Peace Meals. For more information, please contact
Carol Weemer, 253- 4453.

Lee Scholarship Applications
Attention: TCHS Seniors! You are
invited to apply for the Albert and
Virginia R. Lee Scholarship. This
scholarship is available to members of
Tuscola United Methodist Church
who are planning to continue their
education following high school
graduation. If you are interested,

please pick up an application in the
church office. The deadline for application, including your school transcripts and SAT scores is April 15,
2019.
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Kitchen Update
As we continue using the church kitchen more
and more, we all need to be reminded to clean
up after using. Plus, be sure to turn off the ovens
after each use. The grill should always be cleaned
after using it, plus wipe grease off the backsplash
and stove top.

There are many unclaimed pans, etc. following
Manna Café and coffee hour after church. If you
are missing one of these, please check on the
counter in the kitchen.

We all need to take pride in keeping the kitchen
clean!

Leadership Retreat
In February, fifteen TUMC church leaders with
Pastor Terri attended a retreat to discuss the
needs, concerns, and way forward for our
church. The group, with Pastor Terri facilitating,
developed two goals for this year, using The 4
Disciplines of Execution as a framework.

times a month, invite one household with
children each month.
2.

The 4 Disciplines are:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Focus on the Wildly Important (WIGs –
Wildly Important Goals)
Act on the Lead Measures
Keep a Compelling Scoreboard
Create a Cadence of Accountability

Here are the goals the team determined that we
focus on:
GOAL #1
Goal:
5 NEW OR REACTIVATED HOUSEHOLDS
WITH CHILDREN ATTENDING WORSHIP
SERVICE AT LEAST THREE TIMES A MONTH
BY DECEMBER 31, 2019
Lead Measures:
1.

Ensure 50% of all active attendees, defined
as attending worship services at least three

Ensure 50% of all active attendees, defined as
attending worship services at least three
times a month, participate in at least one
other church activity per month, excluding
worship services, Sunday school, and
meetings.

Scoring:
1.

Active members will self-report with a form
provided in the weekly worship service
bulletins. The teams will be 1st Service and
2nd Service attendees. Competition progress
will be reported with a chart.

Each church event and activity will have a sign-in
sheet for participants. The sheets will be turned
into a designated person and the progress will be
charted and shared with Church Council and the
congregation.
(See next page for Goal #2)
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Leadership Retreat (cont.)
GOAL #2

2.

Goal:
INCREASE THE NUMBER OF ACTIVE*
CHILDREN AND YOUTH, AGES 1-22, BY
15 BY OCTOBER 31, 2019

Develop a marketing team that promotes events/activities, utilizing social
and print media, with each group holding such an event/activity submitting at
least 5 photos or one video per event/
activity to the marketing team.

Scoring:
(*DEFINED AS ATTENDING AT LEAST
FIVE TIMES A MONTH AT REGULAR
WORSHIP SERVICES, CHILDREN’S
WORSHIP SERVICES, CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES/EVENTS, YOUTH ACTIVITIES/
EVENTS, AND/OR BIBLE STUDIES)
Lead Measures:
1.

Once a month have a community
youth (6th grade-high school) event
that is promoted on social media,
reaching all of Douglas County.

1.

For each event/activity, youth director
will submit community/church headcount to marketing team.

2.

Marketing team will retrieve social
media tracking results, chart, and share
results with Church Council and
congregation.

Join us on Unity Sunday (March 31st at 10
am) as the leadership team will be sharing
these goals and inviting you to help us
work together to achieve them.

Worship Preview
Lenten Sermon Series – He Chose the Nails: What God Did to Win Your Heart
This Lent, we will be using Max Lucado’s book He Chose the Nails to examine the symbols surrounding Christ's crucifixion, revealing the claims of the cross and asserting that if they are true, then
Christianity itself is true. The supporting evidence either makes the cross the single biggest hoax of all
time, or the hope of all humanity. Join us as we use this amazing guide to examine the cross, contemplate its purpose, and celebrate its significance.
April 7th – John 19:28-30 – God’s Promise in the Wine-Soaked Sponge
April 14th – John 19:31-37 – God’s Promise in the Blood and Water
April 21st Sunrise – Luke 24:1-12 – God’s Promise in the Empty Tomb
April 21st Regular Services – John 20:1-20 – Look Again!
Sermon Series – Surprise! The Unexpected Acts of God
Between now and June 9th, we’ll be spending our time in the book of Acts. We all know the excitement and nerves that come with a sudden reversal of our expectations. The early Christians whose
stories are told in the book of Acts have no shortage of surprise. The resurrection sets of a host of
unexpected events and changes for Jesus’ followers, even changes within themselves. If our own
spiritual lives have come to seem humdrum and everyday, theses stories will awaken in us a new
desire for God’s work in the lives of unsuspecting, ordinary people like ourselves. As we explore the
journey of surprises in these texts, we will learn the spiritual habit of welcoming an unpredictable
God and coming to expect the unexpected.
April 28th – Acts 5:27-32 – A Surprising Turnaround

8:15 a.m. Worship Leaders
April 7 – Liturgist – Jan Thurn; Ushers – Bob Smith, Jerry Jones, Todd Kresin, Colter Lewis;
Greeters – Mary Smith, Don & Dorris Thode; PowerPoint – Jim & Mary Ann Pattenaude
April 14 – Liturgist – Cammy Seguin; Ushers – Ray Lamb, Lenny Sementi, Mark Randell;
Greeters – Jerry & Jean Leonard, Barb Wills; PowerPoint – Darcy Sementi
April 21 – Liturgist – Ray Lamb; Ushers – Paul Wisovaty, Alan Michener, Jack Allen,
Jerry Reynolds; Greeters – Sue Wisovaty, Doris Young; PowerPoint – Colin Lewis
April 28 – Liturgist – Kate Watson; Ushers – Debbie & Jeff Marker, Jan Mann;
Greeters – Pat & Butch Janusik; PowerPoint -

10:45 a.m. Worship Leaders
April 7 – Liturgist – Rodney Zimmer; Ushers – Chuck & Sue Benner, Drew & Christy Hoel;
Greeter – Kathryn McCumber; Acolyte – Reegan Willoughby; PowerPoint – Dwight Vaught
April 14 – Liturgist – Christy Hoel; Ushers – Chuck Seibold, Leon Kinney, Alan Patton;
Greeters – Jan Boyer, Vicki Jones; Acolyte – Addie Presson; PowerPoint – Noah Woods
April 21 – Liturgist – Wayne Ward; Ushers – Jan Boyer, Vicki Jones, Joyce Ellis;
Greeter – Alan Patton; Acolyte – Hayden/Hunter Smith; PowerPoint – Rodney Zimmer
April 28 – Liturgist – Alan Patton; Ushers – Dan Craddock, Andy & Cindy Wood;
Greeter – Cheryl Bozarth; Acolyte – Taylor Wilson; PowerPoint – Jackie/Sidney Watson
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Prairie Wind is the monthly newsletter of the
Tuscola United Methodist Church. We meet for
worship at 901 N. Prairie Street in Tuscola, Illinois.

We invite you to worship with us and to experience the joy
of having fellowship with people who believe in God’s love
and Christ’s teachings.
Our worship services are Sunday at 8:15 and 10:45 a.m.,
Jarman Center at 9:30 a.m. and Brookstone Estates at
10:10 a.m. Sunday school classes for all ages begin
at 9:30 a.m.

Tuscola United Methodist Church
901 N. Prairie, Tuscola, IL 61953
Phone 217.253.4232

Fax 217.253.6774

Email tuscolaumc@yahoo.com
Visit us on the web at www.tuscolaumc.org
Office Hours 8 a.m. - noon; 1 - 3:30 p.m.
Monday - Friday

