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Stewardship Program, “Treasure”
On Sunday, October 7th, we will begin a
churchwide study and worship emphasis called
Treasure: A Stewardship Program on Faith and
Money. The study will be based on Jesus’
words, “Where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also” (Matthew 6:21).
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to find out which classes you can join. If you’d
like to do the study but Sunday mornings don’t
work for you, let Pastor Terri know, and she
can set up an extra time during the week for
you to meet.

Over a period of four weeks, we will look at
the many ways that our treasure (time, energy, money) affects our hearts. We will consider how financial challenges in our personal
lives affect our relationships with people and
with God. We will see how giving helps to
determine the way we feel and act. If you have
stress related to money or feel there may be
more that God is calling you to do with your
resources, this will be a helpful study.

At the end of the four weeks, we will have the
opportunity to make personal commitments of
giving to Tuscola United Methodist Church for
the coming year. All of us will receive commitment cards in the mail, and the cards will also
be available on Sunday mornings. On Sunday,
October 28th, we will have a special, combined
church service. We will begin with a brunch at
9:30 AM and then go into a time of worship
together. We ask that you fill out your commitment cards ahead of time and bring them
to this powerful worship service.

Several of the Sunday School classes will be
participating in the study that goes along with
the sermon series. If you would like to join in
one of these, see Pastor Terri or Susan Hall

We look forward to an exciting month considering our treasure and God’s treasure.

Eve Circle
We have formed a new UMW circle, called
the Eve Circle. Come check us out and see
what we are all about!
Chairs: Kristine Kerns, Jody Liddy
Focus: Spiritual & Personal Growth
“Support & Sangria"
3rd Saturday of the month, 6:30-8:00 pm,
Rotating among each member’s homes
Feel like you’re struggling? Not good enough?
Smart enough? Stop believing the lies about
who you are so you can become who you
were meant to be! Let’s have FUN and Laugh
as we connect as sisters in Christ!

First meeting: October 20, 2018 from 6:308:00 pm
Location: Kristine Kerns’ House, 803 E Scott
St., Tuscola
If you would like more information, please
contact Kristine at 217.254.0879.

PAGE

2

Pastor’s Letter
Keepers of the Pig Sty
Deut 8:17-18 NRSV
17 Do not say to yourself, "My power and the
might of my own hand have gotten me this
wealth." 18 But remember the LORD your
God, for it is he who gives you power to get
wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant
that he swore to your ancestors, as he is doing
today.
Centuries ago, in feudal England, most
people did not own land or livestock. Only
the most wealthy had their own estates
filled with sheep, cattle, and pigs. Pigs were
actually one of the most lucrative farm
animals to raise because they have so many
offspring. But of course, the rich landowner
isn’t going to care for his own pigs. To care
for one of his most valuable cash crops, he
entrusted his pigs to someone called a sty
ward. This was one of the highest honors
on the feudal estate. Now if the phrase “sty
ward” word sounds familiar, it’s because
that’s where we get our word for
“steward”!

Think about how similar it is. The sty ward
lived day in and day out with the pigs. He
cared for them. He probably knew each
one. He fretted when they were sick and
rejoiced when they were healthy. I’m sure
there were many times when the sty ward
felt like these pigs were his very own.

But they weren’t. At the end of the day, the
pigs belonged to the landowner. And even
though the sty ward had care of them, without the landowner, the sty ward had nothing.
How similar is our relationship with God! We
cultivate our wealth. We invest it wisely and
watch it grow. We fret when the market
takes a dive, and our money is lost. But at the
end of the day, everything we have belongs to
God. And even though we have care of our
money, without God, we have nothing.
Through the month of October, we will be
looking at stewardship with a series called
Treasure. This is a comprehensive program. If
your Bible study group or Sunday School class
would like, there is a four-week study that
goes along with the sermons. There are also
daily devotions that I encourage you to do. All
this will culminate in a special, combined
brunch and worship service on Sunday,
October 28th at 9:30 AM where we will meet
to worship, to fellowship, and to prayerfully
submit our commitment cards. Please join us
for this exciting and meaningful journey
together.
Blessings,
Pastor Terri

Thank You
Thank you to Joyce Ellis for bringing me the
Upper Room devotional, to Patty Russell
for the cards and letters, Bev Schweighart
for the beautiful butterfly card, to Jan Boyer
for the visit, and to Jean Leonard, Mark

Randell, and Wilma Allen for the homemade
cookies to share. I really appreciate all of your
kind gestures!
~Helen Wirth (Tuscola Healthcare Center)

Good Grief Group
The Good Grief Support Group will meet
on October 25 in the Fellowship Hall from
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Come to listen, share, or support others
who are grieving a loss.
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Manna Café News
The next Manna Café will be Wednesday,
October 3, serving from 5-6:30 p.m. Sharon
Corum will be cooking.
==================================

January, May, and September. Sharon would tell
you what she needs help with. We would also
need a few extra volunteers when regulars can’t
make it.

Kitchen help is needed to assist Sharon Corum.

Contact Carol Weemer, 253-4453, for more
details. Thank you.

What is needed is 4 people to work 3 to 4 hours
on each Manna Café Wednesday. The schedule
would be 1 person working 3 to 4 hours, 3 times
a year. Sample: Work 4 hours on Wednesday in

Peace Meal Delivery
November is TUMC’s month to help deliver
Peace Meals. If you are available from 11:00 a.m.
- approx. noon, Monday - Friday, and would like
to sign up to deliver meals to 15 or so people in
Tuscola, please sign up on the sheet available in
the foyer beginning in October. It's usually good
to have two people working together to make
deliveries.

This is a great way to connect with some of our
aging residents, sometimes offering the only human contact they may have in a day. Make a difference in someone's life, and deliver Peace
Meals. For more information, please contact Carol Weemer, 253-4453.

Cookies & Chat
The Missions Team is looking for a few more
volunteers to participate in Cookies & Chat time
at the Tuscola Healthcare Center. We gather the
2nd Tuesday of every month at 10:00 a.m. at the
Tuscola Healthcare Center, bringing homemade
cookies and chatting with various residents at the
nursing home. The residents are very apprecia-

tive. If you would like to help and bring joy to
someone’s day, please sign up for a month or
two on the clipboard in the back of the fellowship hall (by the coloring packets). For further
information, please call Jean Leonard, 253-7457.

Handbell Ringers Needed
The handbell ensemble is looking for 2-3 additional ringers to join us in exploring handbell
music and its contribution to worship. The group
meets on Wednesday evenings from 7:00 - 8:00
p.m. and plays one Sunday a month in service.
The new season has just begun so now is the
time to join us. It's helpful if you have a basic

knowledge of reading music, but I'm willing to
train. Please contact Dwight Vaught, Handbell
Director, via text/phone at 262-308-4761 or
dwightvaught@gmail.com.
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August Income/Expense Report
Balance as of 7/31/18

($ 2,483.01)

August income

$19,781.94

August expense

($20,355.34)

Balance as of 8/31/18

($ 3,056.41)

United Methodist Women News
Our conference mission u was held Aug. 38 with 165 women and men participating in
two sessions. Days were filled with prayers, worship, music, classes, talks by
missionaries, the movie "Same Kind of
Different as Me", shopping at the resource
and craft center, and ending with communion.
Rev. Dr. Jame Hahs lead the Spiritual
Growth study, "Embracing Wholeness: An
Earth Perspective for Covenantal Living". The emphasis was God's covenant was
not just with humans, and we are to be
better stewards of creation. God said,
"This is the sign of the covenant that I
make between me and you and every living
creature that is with you, for all future
generations." Gen.9:12
Rev. Keith Anderson and Mrs. J. LaVon
Wilson taught the classes, "What About
the Money?" We should connect our faith
with our relationship to money, how we
live personally, how we address injustice,
and our journey into God's kin-dom; earn,
save, give.
Mrs. Linda Trent again taught the geographic study on our three Missionary
Conferences: Oklahoma Indian, Red Bird
Mission in Kentucky, and Alaska.
Bob and Jan Faulk related experiences as
missionaries in Liberia. Steve and Gail
Quigg told of their years with Aviation
Ministries in Nigeria and The Democratic
Republic of the Congo. Several ladies and
one man modeled traditional fashions that
Jan had brought from various countries. There were stories she had
witnessed that accompanied some of the
costumes.
Rev. Matt Henson spoke briefly about
leading regular trips to Haiti. He is

President of the National Association of
United Methodist Evangelists and has
spoken to groups and been in mission in 16
states and 6 countries.
So much is learned from all these activities
at mission u. New friends and connections
were made-folks from the southern tip of
Illinois to Interstate 80, and from the
Wabash to the Mississippi Rivers.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Tuscola United Methodist Women began
its new season with a wonderful Salad
Supper enjoyed by over 60 women. Eight
women shared their talents and testimonies as "Daughters of the King", as we all
belong to Him. Officers for 2019 are:
President Sharon Corum, Vice President
Jody Liddy, Secretary Janet Butler, Treasurer Cindy Baer, Social Action and Membership Patty Russell, and Spiritual Growth
Catherine Kellogg. Our district pledge to
missions is $2,065, and the total budgeted
items and donations equal $6,315.
Meeting dates for Circles in October are:
•

•
•
•
•
•

First Wed., Oct. 3 at 7:00 pm, Mary &
Martha
First Thurs., Oct. 4 at 6:30 pm, Rahab
in church library
Third Wed., Oct.17 at 9:00 am,
Hannah at Jarman Center
Fourth Mon., Oct.22 at 7:00 pm,
Rebekah at Sue Wisovaty’s home
Fourth Tues., Oct.23 at 1:30 pm,
Rachel in Fellowship Hall
The new circle, Eve, is forming in
October.

All women are invited to visit one or more
circles. Come and join the Sisterhood of
Grace and celebrate 150 years in mission
for women, children, and youth. Put your
faith, hope, and love into action.
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Team Jesus Youth Ministry
Winning the games in life with LIFE.
The new TUMC Youth Ministry called “Team
Jesus” is planning to get out on the field of life
and have a winning season filled with everything
from fun activities like “Paintball with Jesus”,
hiking in Turkey Run, “Let’s pretend we’re Olympic Gold Medalists” Ice-skating outing, to Service
Outings where our team is on the court and
being the hands and feet of Jesus, as well as rooting each other on with praise and prayer to
accomplish our personal goals like winning Super
sectionals in Softball, earning or maintaining a 4.0
GPA, achieving a new personal best time running
a 5K, or making and saving enough money to
buy a new computer or car.
Our Team Structure
The Great Commissioner: JESUS
General Manager: Jody Liddy
Varsity Team: High School
JV Team: 6-8th grade
Team Jesus is putting together a roster of “Faith
Coaches”. A Faith Coach is anyone who feels
they can: A) Love on kids, B) Encourage kids and
let them know they’re doing great. That’s it. You
don’t need to be able to quote scripture or have
gone to seminary. You don’t even have to be
super holy. In fact, we prefer you to be not super
holy because none of us on Team Jesus is either.
We just want to have more wins than losses in
all the areas of our lives and achieve those wins
as a team, and we know we can with Jesus at the
center and head of our lives.

Our team also needs Super Fans, to cheer us on,
help with food for our Sunday night Team Huddles, support our fundraisers, and most
importantly to pray for us. Please pray for us as a
Team and pray for our Players, our precious
youth in our church.
At least once a month Team Jesus will have a fun,
social outing or event. Most other Sunday nights
will be our fun and engaging Team Huddles,
where we will let the Holy Spirit reveal answers
to our questions concerning:
1) Who am I?
2) Whose am I?
3) Why am I?
Our Team Huddle Night schedule:
JV Team 5-6pm
All-Team Snack Supper 6-6:30pm
Varsity Team 6:30-8pm
Primary communication will be through direct
text messaging and email, but we will also post on
the Tuscola UMC Youth Group Facebook page. If
you feel called to build up the faith of our youth
and be a Faith Coach or be one of our Super
Fans, please call, text, or email me and I’ll give you
further information how we can add you to the
team!
~Jody Liddy
312-523-6389 (Cell Phone)
jliddy@tuscolaumc.org

Pumpkin Patch Trip
Families with Children & Youth are invited to
our Seasonal Outing to the Great Pumpkin Patch
in Arthur!
Join us Sunday, October 7th at 10:30 a.m. We’ll
meet in the east church parking lot immediately
following Sunday School, and we will caravan to
the Great Pumpkin Patch to enjoy fellowship and
fun!

(There is an admission fee and if we have 20 or
more people attend, we can receive a group
discount [$6/person, ages 13-59; $4/person, ages
6-12; ages 5 and under are FREE]. Regular price
is $9/person).

PAGE

5

PAGE

Children’s
Ministries

6

Children’s Ministry News
It is with great excitement to announce
that we are launching a new TUMC
Children’s Ministry Mission and Children’s
Council! As many of you know, our
church’s Children’s Ministry has needed to
grow in scope and outreach in order to
serve the children in our church family and
in our community. Thanks to a group of
committed and deeply caring church
members, we are rebuilding our Children’s
Ministry to glorify God’s Kingdom in a
mighty way! In the coming month we will
continue to inform our church family all of
the wonderful and fun plans we have for
our children. An official Children’s Ministry
Fall Fest Kickoff is in the works so stay
tuned!
~Susan Hall
Children’s Ministry Director

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Children’s Ministry Mission
&
Children’s Council

Love - Learn - Live - Lead
The Children’s Ministry Mission for the
Tuscola United Methodist Church is to
guide the children of our church and
community to learn, believe, accept and
share God’s word.
Children’s Ministry is under the direction
of Children’s Council. This council plans
for programs, education, and activities to
meet the needs of all children and to help
them grow in their Christian faith.
Nursery: Janice Benner
Preschool: Rachel Mannen
K-1st Grade: Ann Leisner/Sherri Presson
2nd-3rd Grade: Ingrid Minger/Elizabeth
Reed
4th-5th Grade: TBA
6th-8th Grade: Jody Liddy/Ali Yantis
High School: Grant & Johanna Steffens

Fall Festival
The TUMC Children's Council is hosting a
Fall Festival for our youth and families on
October 21st from 4-6 at the church.
Come dressed in costume and enjoy a hay
rack ride, pumpkin carving, inflatables, and
games. We will also be roasting hot dogs
over the camp fire. Come and enjoy fellowship on a fun, fall afternoon!

Trunk or Treat
Join us on Wednesday, October 31 from
5:30-7:30 for “Trunk or Treat” inside the
Fellowship Hall! We’ll have hot dogs,
popcorn, hot chocolate, a Halloween
movie for the kids, and tons of fun!
Signup sheets will be available soon for
“trunks”, donations of candy, hot chocolate

mix & hot dog buns, and volunteers to
help. (TUMC will be providing the
hotdogs).
This is a great outreach to our community
and a chance to meet and greet many
young families and reach out to our neighbors.

Worship Preview
Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Often we think that our treasure will follow our hearts, but Jesus suggested something different. He said that where our treasure goes (our time,
money, and energy), our hearts will follow.
It’s no wonder, then, that many of us feel a sense of tension about our lives and finances. We want to give
our lives to our churches, our families, our God. Instead, our hearts follow our debts, our bills, our jobs, and
often we don’t even realize it. We are left feeling stretched, conflicted, and empty.
Jesus cared about our hearts, so he talked about our treasure. This program, over a four-week period, will
explore what Jesus said and why, through words, images, sermon readings, devotions, and personal commitment. We will explore what we want to be investing in and what we actually are investing in! Together, we’ll
experience the power found in making God our treasure.

October 7th – Where is Your Treasure? – Matthew 6:19-21
Do you ever feel that the things you most value and love get the least of your time, attention, and money?
Jesus said that our hearts follow our treasure. So, no matter how much we would want to give our hearts to
God, if our time, energy and money are flowing to other things, then our hearts will not be content.
October 14th – The Problem with Two Masters – Matthew 6:24
We often feel conflicted in our lives because so many things seek our attention and our devotion. Jesus said
you can’t serve two masters. Most of us are trying to serve a lot more than two! When you serve your one
master God, the other things in life find their proper place and your hearts find rest.

October 21st – Giving Your Treasure Back to God – Matthew 6:1-6
We earn money and spend money. We want to give money, but there seems to be nothing left at the end of
the month. This week will include specific ways to take the steps of faith in giving to God.
October 28th – Don’t Worry ‘Bout a Thing – Matthew 6:25-34
Jesus understood that a conversation about money should include words about worry and anxiety. The series ends with Jesus’ call to stop worrying and what happens when your heart is given to him.

8:15 a.m. Worship Leaders
October 7 – Liturgist – Ray Lamb; Ushers – Bob Smith, Jerry Jones, Todd Kresin, Colter Lewis;
Greeters – Mary Smith, Don & Dorris Thode; PowerPoint – Jim & Mary Ann Pattenaude
October 14 – Liturgist – Cammy Seguin; Ushers – Ray Lamb, Lenny Sementi, Mark Randell;
Greeters – Jerry & Jean Leonard, Barb Wills; PowerPoint – Darcy Sementi
October 21 – Liturgist – Jan Chappell; Ushers – Paul Wisovaty, Alan Michener, Jack Allen,
Jerry Reynolds; Greeters – Sue Wisovaty, Doris Young; PowerPoint – Colin Lewis
October 28 (one worship at 9:30) – Liturgist – Rodney Zimmer; Ushers – Debbie & Jeff Marker, Wayne &
Joann Ward; Greeters – Pat & Butch Janusik, Cheryl Bozarth; Acolyte– Dane/Reed Manning;
PowerPoint - Ted Minger

10:45 a.m. Worship Leaders
October 7 – Liturgist – Patty Russell; Ushers – Brian Beachy, Kristine Kerns;
Greeters – Kathryn McCumber, Patty Russell; Acolyte – Addie Presson ; PowerPoint – Joel Middleton
October 14 – Liturgist – Christy Hoel; Ushers – Dan Craddock, Dale Phillips, Andy & Cindy Wood;
Greeters – Jan Boyer, Vicki Jones; Acolyte – Hayden/Hunter Smith; PowerPoint – Noah Woods
October 21 – Liturgist – Georgia Wilkinson; Ushers – Mark & Kim Kemp, Lora, Kyle & Emma Zimmer;
Greeter – Alan Patton; Acolyte – Taylor Wilson; PowerPoint – Rodney Zimmer
October 28 – One Worship at 9:30. Please see 8:15 schedule above.
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Prairie Wind is the monthly newsletter of the
Tuscola United Methodist Church. We meet for
worship at 901 N. Prairie Street in Tuscola, Illinois.

We invite you to worship with us and to experience the joy
of having fellowship with people who believe in God’s love
and Christ’s teachings.
Our worship services are Sunday at 8:15 and 10:45 a.m.,
Jarman Center at 9:30 a.m. and Brookstone Estates at
10:10 a.m. Sunday school classes for all ages begin
at 9:30 a.m.

Tuscola United Methodist Church
901 N. Prairie, Tuscola, IL 61953
Phone 217.253.4232

Fax 217.253.6774

Email tuscolaumc@yahoo.com
Visit us on the web at www.tuscolaumc.org
Office Hours 8 a.m. - noon; 1 - 3:30 p.m.
Monday - Friday

