TUSCOLA UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

Prairie Wind
O U R

M I S S I O N :

J E S U S

M A K I N G

D I S C I P L E S

O F

N O V E M B E R

C H R I S T

WOW Worship - (Worship Our Way)
We will be starting children’s church on
Sunday, October 28 for children ages
preschool through 5th grade. Our first time
meeting will be in conjunction with Pastor
Terri’s sermon for Consecration Sunday
…..Treasures!! Each Sunday thereafter we will
meet during the 10:45 worship service immediately following the children’s time with
Pastor Terri.
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New Members Class
I hear you! I’ve had several people ask to join
the church in the last few months since I’ve
been here, and I am excited about officially
welcoming you into our church family. New
member classes will be held on Sunday, November 11th and 18th at 9:30 AM in the Library. Anyone is welcome whether you’re
completely ready to join or just want to find
out a bit more about us. If you are unable to
make one or both of these dates and wish to
join, see me, and I’ll figure something out. I
look forward to getting to know you better!
~Pastor Terri
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Pastor’s Letter
The Joy of Missions
I hope that many of you have had a chance
to hear me talk about my goals for TUMC,
but if you haven’t, my number one goal for
2019 is to bring a sense of unity to the
church. We are divided by which service
we attend, age, gender, and a variety of
activities that we choose to commit ourselves to within the church. This is all normal! But, even among our differences, I
want us to have one driving purpose, one
goal that unites us.
One way that I plan on doing this is
through a unified Mission project that will
last all of 2019. We, on the Missions Team,
have narrowed it down to three options:
1.

Lessie Bates Davis House in East
St. Louis
This is a great program that provides
outreaches such as a Head Start
preschool for low income and children
of migrant workers, Healthy Families
programs to prevent child abuse, food
pantry, job placement, emergency
funds, scholarships for low-income
parents to complete schooling, meals
on wheels, and homemaker services
for elderly residents.
2. Living Water
Lack of clean drinking water is a major
problem in many parts of the world.
Many children are unable to attend
school because they have to spend all
day carrying water from rivers located
miles away. This water is often unclean
and makes people sick which contributes to another cause missing school.
In addition, women and children who
fetch water are often the victims of
sexual predators who wait for them to
make these vulnerable, lone trips. Living Water provides wells, as well as

basic hygiene training, for these areas
which can completely change the life of a
small village.
3. Heifer International
Heifer doesn’t just want to give a man a
fish. They want to set him up with a full
stocked fish pond and the knowledge of
how to raise, harvest, and sell this cash
crop! Heifer provides low income families
with a variety of animals that are well
suited to their area such as bees, rabbits,
cows, or goats. They are then trained on
how to make money from these animals.
In addition, the recipients of these animals
are required to give a set of breeding
animals to another family in need which
keeps this amazing program going. This
can truly change lives!
Please talk to me or any of the Mission Team
members (Kathryn McCumber, Jerry Blaudow,
Jean Leonard, Cathy Mannen, Margie Delheimer, or Catherine Kellogg) to tell them
which of the three you would like to support.
Each month of 2019, one group in the church,
such as a UMW circle, Sunday School Class,
the Youth, or the Children, will hold any type
of fundraiser that they would like with all
proceeds going to one of these missions.
Missions will set a goal of how much we’d like
to raise, and we’ll have updates and pictures
on our Education wing hallway.
We are called through scripture to help those
who are in need. Proverbs 31:8-9 says: “Speak
up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute.
Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of
the poor and needy.” I want us to be the
congregation that reaches beyond our walls!

Love in Christ,
Pastor Terri

Peace Meal Delivery
Volunteers are still needed for all 4 Mondays in November. Thanks to all that have
signed up so far to help those that need a

warm noon meal. Contact Carol Weemer 2534453 to sign up or if you have any questions.
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Manna Café News
The next Manna Café will be Wednesday,
November 7, serving from 5-6:30 p.m. Sharon
Corum will be cooking.

We are still looking for volunteers to help make
desserts that would serve 10-16 people. If you
would like to provide a dessert or have questions,
please contact Judy Landeck, 253-3921.

CARE Team
The church Care Team is reorganizing and needs
your help. On Nov. 8 at 1:00 p.m., Pastor Terri
will meet with all interested persons willing to
ensure that our home bound, nursing home, and
assisted living folks, stay connected to our church
family. Presently, we have almost 20 members

who would benefit from regular/monthly visits,
phone calls, cards, and prayers. The schedule is
between you and your chosen person. Please
consider this rewarding ministry and help Pastor
Terri stay informed.

Celebration Ringers Celebrates Two Retiring Members
In 1982 a set of handbells were added to the
musical and worship fabric of the Tuscola United
Methodist Church through the generosity of the
family of John Kellogg. Over the past 36 years it’s
estimated that members of the handbell choir,
called the Celebration Ringers, have invested
almost 25,000 hours through rehearsals, performances, and special events. Such commitment
and faithfulness does not go unnoticed! One
inaugural member of the ensemble and another
longtime member have recently decided to retire
from the Celebration Ringers, and we honored
them on Sunday, October 7, 2018.
Ann Leisner dedicated 25 years to the ringers,
and Carol Berg more than 36 years to the handbell ministry. During the October 7 Sunday
services both women were given plaques
commemorating their decades of service to
handbells, with Susan Patterson (the Ringers
other inaugural member besides Carol Berg)
stepping in to accept the plaque on Ann’s behalf
as the Leisner’s were out of town and not able
to be with us in service.
A few words on a plaque or delivered in a
service cannot express our deep appreciation for
Ann and Carol. Their presence in the ensemble
will be missed, but we all understand that minis-

try transitions are inevitable. God’s faithfulness
proves that others will step in and keep the
handbell ministry strong. That’s where you can
help! The Celebration Ringers needs two sets of
hands to fill the empty gloves. What does it take
to be a handbell ringer?
• Interest and curiosity – find out what
makes handbells such a special contribution to worship
• A prayerful and teachable spirit—no
need to be an expert at music;
we’ll train you.
• A small commitment of time (one
rehearsal a week and service playing once a month; summer off!).
We meet Wednesdays from 7-8
p.m. in the Choir Room.
• Regular commitment or assisting
as an alternate – whatever your
availability, we’ll use it!
• Youth to Adult ages – suitable for
anyone aged 13 and up!
Please contact the Director of the
Celebration Ringers, Dwight Vaught, via
email (dwightvaught@gmail.com) or cell
(262-308-4761) or talk to any Celebration
Ringers member to join.

Carol Berg honored for 36 years of
service to TUMC’s Celebration
Ringers. Also recognized was
Ann Leisner for 25 years
(not pictured).
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September Income/Expense Report
Balance as of 8/31/18

($ 3,056.41)

September income

$24,375.60

September expense

($20,506.25)

Balance as of 9/30/18

$

812.94

United Methodist Women News
Our Calendar dinner was a huge success
(approximately $2000)! Due to everyone's
hard work and cooperation, UMW can
support more women, children, and youth
who struggle.

Nov. 11, we will celebrate United Methodist Women Sunday at both worship
services. Come, participate, and help
spread the word about what UMW does
worldwide.

Thanks to all who donated cleaning
supplies and socks to Lessie Bates Davis
Neighborhood House. I delivered a car full
of donations and $845 from our district
meeting! After I gave a program about
LBDNH, Urbana Wesley sent another
$700 for this great cause. I will be attending
a meeting in East St. Louis on Nov. 16, if
anyone wants to send more donations. Everything we do to help these folks
is greatly appreciated!

Nov. 26, at 6:30 p.m., there will be an
informational meeting about our local
UMW unit and how much work is done
and where worldwide. Girls 12 and older
and all women are invited to come and
learn what we do, who we help, about
special projects, where the money goes,
leadership opportunities, reading program,
etc. Come to learn and offer ideas to make
our UMW even stronger and more effective. Bring a neighbor, friend, or relative,
and join the Sisterhood of Grace. Being a
United Methodist is not necessary to
become part of the largest Christian
women's organization in the world.
800,000 strong, we have the power!

Nov. 3, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. is our
district Personal Growth and Officer Training at Broadlands UMC. Lunch will be
provided; no need to reserve. Just come to
enjoy, learn, have Christian fellowship, and
exchange ideas. Meet at the church at 8:30
a.m. to carpool.

~Patty Russell

Nursery Item Needed
Our church nursery needs a brand new
nursery swing. If you would like to help by
purchasing one, please speak with Janice
Benner, so she can provide you with the
model needed!

Results of the Open House Meetings
I had an amazing time meeting with all of you at the Open House Meetings that were held over the last six weeks. Below
is the data that I collected from you. The answers are ranked from the most heard to the least heard. One thing I
learned is that this is a church full of great ideas, and for the most part, we are on the same page!
1. What do you love the most about Tuscola UMC?







Fellowship/people (accepting, family church, caring, welcoming, always there for you) -15 responses











Coffee Hour – 3 responses

Community outreach (specifically mentioned PASS, Summer Meals, SAMS, Manna Café) – 13 responses
Sunday School classes (specifically mentioned TNT, Choir, Upper Room) 4 responses
Music program (handbells, all pianists amazing) – 4 responses
So many things you can become involved with/opportunities to use gifts while not being pressured – 4
responses
Helped build it from the ground up; like coming home; a second home- 2 responses
Love the Methodist religion, ritual, and familiarity – 2 responses
Church as a generous spirit – 1 response
Active prayer chain – 1 response
Building usage – we have a lot of groups that are able to use the church – 1 response
Youth program actually does things – 1 response

Meet and Greet time in the service – 1 response
Christmas decorations – 1 response

2. What do you think needs work at TUMC?











Communion – would like communion for 1st service every week (2 responses). Would like to only have
communion time a month at 2nd service. Would like to sometimes have full communion instead of
intinction. Could we sing praise songs during first service communion such as Fill My Cup, Lord and Surely the
Presence? Could we occasionally sing the communion liturgy? – 7 responses
Special Music/Choir - Wish the Choir would sing at 1st service more. Would like more solos, groups,
special music, especially in the summer when there’s nothing else. Could someone sing Part the Waters, Lord
by Little Evie? – 6 responses

Volunteering – It becomes a forever position. Could we rotate Coffee Hour volunteers more? The same
people are doing all the work. Could we get more community help for Manna Café? – 6 responses
Youth – glad it’s being fixed, should reach out to youth of community, needs more volunteers. – 5
responses
Visitors – We need Connectors so greeters can introduce visitors to them. Can we have a gift for our new
visitors? We need new visitors’ pamphlets. Remind the congregation, if you don’t know someone, introduce
yourself! – 4 responses
Meet and Greet - Would rather not shake hands during flu season. Too much hand shaking. Greeting goes
on too long. Could we have hand sanitizers mounted at the back of the sanctuary. – 4 responses
Attendance/Demographics - Would like more young families – 3 responses
(over)



Small Groups - More discussion groups/bible studies, all adults need to be plugged into Sunday School/Small groups –
2 responses




Fellowship – We’d like more fellowship opportunities such as trips, plays, concerts. 2 responses



Praise Band - Would like to see the Praise Band leading worship with prayers and inviting people to get involved with
singing. Could we sing more hymns at 2nd service with the praise band? – 2 responses



Children’s Sunday School – We need more support for teachers. Numbers have been declining for a while. – 2 responses



Meetings - All meetings should be held the same night. – 2 responses

2nd service – blended worship not working – choir and praise band seem at odds, perhaps choir should sing first and
praise band lead second. We need two totally different services. – 2 responses

The following answers had only one response:







Church needs a time to focus on short and long-term goals






The opening hymn should be God-centered/song of praise
















Children running around too much. Could we have a Children’s Church?

More shut in/nursing home activities
Need a new Church Directory
Occasionally have all adult Sunday School meet together for special study such as a Lenten study
Rethink SAM Food pantry to a Salt and Light method. What is our objective for helping people and how does helping
hurt such as a loss of dignity/self worth?
People smoking outside the building
Don’t like having the collection at the same time as the offertory hymn
Could we have one service occasionally to bring unity? Perhaps 5th Sunday could be one celebration service with all
choirs performing, Strings Attached leading worship
VBS needs to be a full week and involving the WHOLE church including middle school kids
Would like more music opportunities for youth
Need more reviews for programs. Are they working or are we just doing them because we always have?
Would like to do Walk to Emmaus
Would like to occasionally use doxology, apostles’ creed, Gloria Patri
Bothered by clapping after the prelude and special music
Glad the website has changed
When people drift away, let them know they are missed
Don’t like people sitting at the tables in the back of the sanctuary

Could the ladies’ bathroom be prettier?
Could we sing the Lord’s Prayer occasionally?
United Methodist Men needs more members.
Please put a handrail on the chancel stairs!

Open House (Cont.)
3. What is a dream you have about the future of this church?



Attendance - Be a part of the lives of people of ALL ages; more children and youth involvement; see us
crowded and have to buy more chairs; target younger men with families; see it grow and have it become a
place that young families love to come but still be a place for older people too; full Sunday School –
12 responses




Sanctuary – would like to see it built, recognize this is a long-term dream – 7 responses








Bigger dishwasher – 1 response

Building – would like the upstairs attic to become a youth room for the community, would like showers put
into the back of the sanctuary as planned – 3 responses
Buy a bus to pick up older members and children – 1 response
People have a deeper, person commitment to Christ – 1 response
We do better job as evangelist and learn how to share our beliefs authentically – 1 response
Being able to pay our bills without stress and worry – 1 response
Having the organ again – 1 response

4. What is a fear you have about the future of this church?



Attendance - Close because of lack of members; losing all of our children/young adults; church dies out to
due death of older members; Fear for all of Christianity as more and more people are turning away from
God and the church; continued decline – 9 responses



Building – build sanctuary without being financially prepared for it; too much outside building use damages
church – 2 responses



Finances - Losing money/farmland that helps us support ministries; as people die, less money is being given –
2 responses




The UMC becomes irrelevant compared to Big nondenominational churches – 1 response
Natural disaster and/or firearm disaster – 1 response

5. What programs do you think are very successful at TUMC?

















Manna Café (but need more people to help)– 6 responses
SAM – 5 responses
PASS Program – 3 responses
Sunday School program – 2 responses
Youth - New youth program; youth mission trips – 2 responses

Jarman/Brookstone worship – 2 responses
TNT Class – 2 response
UM Women – 2 responses
MOPS – 1 response
Summer meal program – 1 response
Children’s moment in church – 1 response
Music – 1 response
Funeral Dinners – 1 response
Peace Meals – 1 response
Liturgists/People who volunteer to help in worship such as ushers and greeters – 1 response
(over)

6. What programs do you think are struggling?







UMM will probably fall by the wayside because there aren’t enough men – 2 responses

Building of the Sanctuary – afraid it won’t happen – 2 responses
Missions needs more members and activities (from a Missions member) - 1 response
Easter – the way we do the lilies and Christmas poinsettias – can we all buy them all together – 1 response
Contemporary Worship needs a new format – 1 response

7. Do you feel God’s presence and leadership here in the church?
Overwhelming, resounding YES from all who were asked!
8. As a way to increase fellowship, what clubs/organizations should we consider?















Painting (art)
Exercise
Walking club
Book club
Sewing club
Coffee and newspapers during office hours for people who want to come and read
Church open in the winter for walking/exercise
Game Club – cards, dominoes
Technology night
Nutrition/Weight loss
Quilting Club
4x4 Dinner Club
Mentors for youth

Worship Preview
Upside Down: A Different Way to Live
Make no mistake. Jesus was, and is, different. The things he said shocked. The way he lived surprised. The
people he associated with offended the religious leaders of the day. Jesus turned the expected on its head.
If what was predictable was right-side up, then Jesus turned things upside down.
Often we wish to make Jesus tame or comfortable for us. We wish to fit Jesus into our culture or our
norms. We want to let him have a part of our life or a portion of our heart. But Jesus is different. He doesn’t
work that way.
Join us in November to find out how Jesus is calling us to a completely different way of life. It is the life we
have been looking for, but it feels upside down to the world around us!
November 4th – Happiness Redefined – Matthew 5:1-12
November 11th – You Can Change Your World – Matthew 5:13-20
November 18th – A Higher Standard – Matthew 5:21-37
November 25th – Love the Ones You Hate – Matthew 5:38-48

8:15 a.m. Worship Leaders
November 4 – Liturgist – Jeff Marker; Ushers – Bob Smith, Jerry Jones, Todd Kresin, Colter Lewis;
Greeters – Mary Smith, Don & Dorris Thode; PowerPoint – Jim & Mary Ann Pattenaude
November 11 – Liturgist – Kate Watson; Ushers – Ray Lamb, Lenny Sementi, Mark Randell;
Greeters – Jerry & Jean Leonard, Barb Wills; PowerPoint – Darcy Sementi
November 18 – Liturgist – Judy Schenkel; Ushers – Paul Wisovaty, Alan Michener, Jack Allen,
Jerry Reynolds; Greeters – Sue Wisovaty, Doris Young; PowerPoint – Colin Lewis
November 25 – Liturgist – Janet Butler; Ushers – Debbie & Jeff Marker, Jan Mann;
Greeters – Pat & Butch Janusik, Cheryl Bozarth; PowerPoint -

10:45 a.m. Worship Leaders
November 4 – Liturgist – Jody Liddy; Ushers – Brian Beachy, Kristine Kerns;
Greeters – Kathryn McCumber, Patty Russell; Acolyte – Delanie Yantis; PowerPoint – Joel Middleton
November 11 – Liturgist – Wayne Ward; Ushers – Dan Craddock, Dale Phillips, Andy & Cindy Wood;
Greeters – Jan Boyer, Vicki Jones; Acolyte – Brynlee Ring; PowerPoint – Noah Woods
November 18 – Liturgist – Patty Russell; Ushers – Mark & Kim Kemp, Lora, Kyle & Emma Zimmer;
Greeter – Alan Patton; Acolyte – Lily Yantis; PowerPoint – Rodney Zimmer
November 25 – Liturgist – Georgia Wilkinson; Ushers – Wayne & Joann Ward, Rhonda McCumber,
Patty Russell; Greeter – Cheryl Bozarth; Acolyte – Boyd Brewer; PowerPoint – Jackie/Sidney Watson
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Prairie Wind is the monthly newsletter of the
Tuscola United Methodist Church. We meet for
worship at 901 N. Prairie Street in Tuscola, Illinois.

We invite you to worship with us and to experience the joy
of having fellowship with people who believe in God’s love
and Christ’s teachings.
Our worship services are Sunday at 8:15 and 10:45 a.m.,
Jarman Center at 9:30 a.m. and Brookstone Estates at
10:10 a.m. Sunday school classes for all ages begin
at 9:30 a.m.

Tuscola United Methodist Church
901 N. Prairie, Tuscola, IL 61953
Phone 217.253.4232

Fax 217.253.6774

Email tuscolaumc@yahoo.com
Visit us on the web at www.tuscolaumc.org
Office Hours 8 a.m. - noon; 1 - 3:30 p.m.
Monday - Friday

